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Dadra 


My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Saviour Divine; 


Now hear me while I pray, 


Take al! my guilt away, 
Oh, let me from this day 
Be wholly Thine! 





WHAT | BELIEVE. 
BY ARTHUR FINLAYSON. 


Much is said in the Bible about faith, and the neces- 
sity of believing. Not only in religion but in common 
life it is the conquering principle. But in religion this 
is especially true: “This is the victory that overcom- 
eth the world, even our faith.” No one conquers with- 
out it. But although this is indisputable, the ideas of 
many on the subject of religious belief are vague and 
hazy. 

What is faith? Aad what am I to beliéve? These 
are questions to which I hope to give an answer ina 
few simple words. 

When you take a prescription to the druggist’s, you 
may perhaps notice that in order to fulfil the require- 
ments of this prescription he takes down from a shelf a 
small phial, and, pouring a few drops from it intoa 
giass, he replaces it; then taking another bottle he pours 
out a few drops from it also, and so on until the various 
ingredients or compounds necessary to your \prescrip- 
tion are complete. Now, if one of these ingredients be 
wanting, the prescription will fail of its efficacy. All 
must be there, and there in their due proportion, if it is 
to avail anything. 

So in the case of faith there are certain ingredients 
necessary. It is not enough to have one or more of 
these ingredients. We must have them all in their true 
Scriptural proportion, if we would have the faith spoken 
of in Scripture, without which “it is impossible to 


please God.” F 
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1. The first ingredient in a Scriptural faith is 


KNOWLEDGE. 


A man cannot believe while he is in ignorance, and the - 


only means by which we can obtain the knowledge that 
is needed is the Bible. Here we learn what God is, 
what we are, and what God has prepared for them that 
love Him. 

God has revealed Himself as a God of love, of wis- 
--dom, justice, and mercy. He hates sin, yet loves the 
sinner. He “will by no means clear the guilty.” He 
is “of purer eyes than to behold evil.” He “cannot 
look on iniquity.” 

He has revealed to us man’s fallen condition. That 
man is born with innate tendencies to evil is indeed a 
fact which requires no revelation. It is as much a fact 
of experience as it is of revelation. It is as clearly an 
induction as any law of science. How do we prove the 
law of gravitation? By the fact that all bodies when 
free to move show a tendency to move towards one an- 
other. How do we prove man’s depravity? By the 
fact that when left to himself he always displays a 
proneness to evil. A universal effect must have a uni- 
versal cause. 

Scripture confirms this fact. But it does more: it 


reveals the degree of man’s sinfulness. He is radically ~ 


diseased. Sin has tainted every part of his nature, im- 


pairing the judgment, enfeebling the conscience, and 
blighting the affections. He is depraved. Many ob- 


jections to this doctrine arise from a misapprehension 
of jts true meaning. “ Total depravity” is a term of 


extensily rather than intensity. It is opposed to partial 
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depravity. It is not affirmed that every man is as bad 
as every other, or that any man is as bad as he can pos- 
sibly be, or may become. But it is meant that every 
man by nature is alienated in his governing disposition 
from God, and that even his virtues are vitiated by his 
condition as a rebel. 

Hence the soul has no means of saving itself; with- 
out supernatural restraints and a miraculous recreation 
the condition of man must become hopelessly worse. 
This is not only the teaching of Scripture, but it is the 
verdict of every awakened experience. “All have 
sinned.” This is common experience. “There is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.” This is the Bible stand- 
ard. ; 

God declares that the penalty, the wages, of sin is 
death. For degrees of sin there will doubtless be de- 
grees of punishment, yet ‘ 


GOD’S ONE PENALTY FOR SIN 


is death. 

Fallen man cannot save himself, for he is already 
“ under the curse.” A radical disease requires a radical 
cure. “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” Yet there isa 
complete way of escape. “God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. ‘“ This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” The 
~ restoration of man to holiness is the grand end of the 
whole plan of salvation, and the wisdom of the plan is 
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seen in the unquestionable fact that it adapts itself to 
the needs of man, and brings about the most magnifi- 
cent results. 

A knowledge of God’s plan of salvation is, therefore, 
a necessary and important ingredient if we would have 
a Scriptural faith. 

2. But an equally necessary ingredient is 


ASSENT OR AGREEMENT. 


I must agree to what God tells me of Himself, myself, 
and His plan of salvation, or my knowledge of it will be 
unavailing. Thus when I read, “It is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul,” and, “without shed- 
ding of blood is no remission,” I must accept that truth, 
and whether it be in accordance with the logic of my 
reason or the dictates of my will, I must assent to it, or 
my knowledge will be unavailing. 

God said to the Israelite, ‘When I see the blood, I 
will pass over you.” He did not say, “ When you see 
it,” though He gave it for a token to the Israelites of 
their coming deliverance. The Israelite, knowing God’s 
will, assented to it, and acted upon that assent or agree- 
ment. So let it ever be with you and me. Beware of 
substituting feeling for faith. 

When I read that no human effort can avail to pro- 
cure my pardon, and that there is only one way of sal- 
vation—through the Lord Jesus---I must agree to that 
truth, otherwise my knowledge will be of no avail. 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved.” 

Agreement in God’s plan of salvation is therefore a 
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necessary and all-important ingredient, 3 we would 
have a Scriptural faith. 
3. But an equally necessary ingredient is 


APPROPRIATION. 


I must lay hold of these truths and make them my own 
by personal acquaintance. A. prescription must be 
taken if it is to effect a cure. i 

A man fell overboard during a ship’s voyage. Strug- 
gling in the water, he saw a life-buoy hanging over the 
stern. He knew it could save him, he might agree that 
it was the best means of rescue, but he also knew that 
unless he stretched out his hand and grasped it, appro- | 
priating it to himself, all his knowledge and agreement 
as to its efficacy and its saving power, would be to him 
utterly unavailing. 

So let it be with you. You may know and assent to 
_God’s plan of salvation, but unless you appropriate it 
and apply it to your personal needs, all your knowledge 
and agreement will be utterly unavailing. 

Will you do this at once? There is no time like the 
present. Do you know and assent to the fact that you 
are asinner? Do you know and assent to the fact that 
Christ died to save sinners? Then come to Him as a 
personal sinner to a personal Savior. ‘Him that com- 
eth to me I will in no wise cast out.” He will make 
you meet for the inheritance of the saints. Are you in 
need of a Savior? Then take the Lord Jesus as your 
Sin-Bearer, “in whom we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” Take His yoke 
upon you, and learn of Him. Make Him your Teacher, 
strive to be an apt pupil. Surrender yourself nreserv- 
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edly to Him as your Lord and Supreme Ruler. Yield 
to His Spirit as your constant Guide. 

In appropriating Christ as your personal Savior see 
that you take Him in His full character as represented 
in Scripture. He is to be your Lord and Supreme 
Ruler, your Teacher as well as your Sin-Bearer. Be- 
ware of a divided Christ! 

A personal appropriation of the Lord Jesus*in His 
full character as the Savior of mankind is a necessary 
and important ingredient, if we would have a Scriptural 
faith. ; 

WHAT, THEN, IS FAITH? 


It is simply the link between the soul and Christ. It 
8 the soul receiving or believing in the Lord Jesus. 

Don’t make a Savior of Faith. This is one of Satan’s 
wiles. The less you look gt your faith and the more 
you look at the divine object of it the better. Faith is 
merely the instrument: Christ is the agent. It is not 
the strength or weakness of your faith, but CurisT that 
Saves, 


FAITH. 
BY C. H. SPURGEON. 


You mzy think that it is very easy to explain faith, 

and so it is; but it is easier still to confound people 

with your explanation. There is nothing simpler in the 
world than to believe in Christ Jesus; yet probably there 
is nothing more difficult than to explain to a man what. 
it is to believe in the Lord Jesus; not that the thing 
itself is difficult, but the explaining of it is not so easy. 

I have met with a large number of persons, who have 
believed in Christ, who were accustomed to hear the 
gospel preached, and to-have faith explained to them; 
but in almost every case they have told me that they did 
not know what faith was till they themselves believed, 
and, : although they were - told a hundred times over that 
it was simply trusting in Christ, they still did not get a 
hold of the right idea. They still entertained the 
thought th that there was something to be felt, something 
to be done, something to be endured, something or other 
more than the simple casting of themselves upon Christ 
for eternal salvation. 

Perhaps you ask, “Are we such dolts that we do not 
even understand plain English when it has to do with 
spiritual things?” 

Ah, sin has made fools of us! Sin has so befooled us 
that even God’s Word itself does not convey God’s 
meaning to our stupid minds until the Spirit of God 
comes and teaches our reason, and takes the film from 


vf our eyes, and helps us to see what in itself 
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‘is plain as a pikestaff except for our sinful nature, 


believe, but to trust, to confide in, to commit to, entrust. 


with, and so forth; and the marrow of the meaning of 
faith is confidence in, reliance upon. Let me ask, then, 
every professor who professes to have faith, is your faith 
the faith of reliance? You give credit to certain state- 
ments,—do you also place trust in the one glorious Per- 
son who alone can redeem? Have you confidence as 
well as credence? A creed will not save you, but reli- 
ance upon the anointed Savior is the way of salvation. 
Remember, I beseech you, that if you could be taught 
an orthodoxy unadulterated with error, and could learn 
a creed written by the pen of the Eternal God Himself, 
yet a mere notional faith, such as men exercise when 
they believe in the existence of men in the moon, or 
nebule in space, could not save your soul. Of this we 
are sure, because we see around us many who have such 
a faith, and yet evidently are not children of God. 
Moreover, true faith is not a flattering presumption, 
by which a man says, “I believe I am saved, for I have 
such delightful feelings, I have had a marvelous dream, 
I have felt very wonderful sensations.” All such eonfi- 
dence may be nothing but sheer assumption. Presump- 
tion, instead of being faith, is the reverse of faith; in- 
stead of being the substance of things hoped for, it is a 
mere mirage. Faith is as correct as reason, and if her 
argaments are considered, she is as secure in her con- 
clusions as though she drew them by mathematical 
rules. Beware of a faith that has no basis but your 
own fancy! 
Faith, again, is not assurance that Jesus died for you, 
Merely te -onclude that He died for me or the notion 
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that He died for everybody is very far from being rea) 
faith in Him. 

Christ came into the world to save sinners. Under 
_ that general character I come to Him. I find that who- 
ever trusts in Him will be saved. Therefore I trust; and 
having done so, learn from His Word that I am the ob- 
ject of His special love. 

True faith is set forth in Scripture by figures, and 
one or two of these we will mention. 

It was an eminent type of faith when the Hebrew 
father in Egypt slew the lamb and caught the warm 
blood in the basin, then took a bunch of hyssop and 
dipped it in the blood and marked the two posts of his 
door, and then struck ared mark across the lintel. That 
smearing of the door represented faith. The deliver- 
ance was wrought by the blood; and the blood availed 
through the householder’s own personally striking it 
upon his door. Faith does that; it takes of the things ° 
of Christ, and makes them its own, sprinkles the soul 
(as it were) with the precious blood, accepts the way of 
mercy by which the Lord passes over us and exempts 
His people from destruction. 

Faith was shown to the Jews in another way. When 
a beast was offered in sacrifice for sin, the priest and 
sometimes the representatives of the tribes or the in- 
dividual laid their hands upon the victim in token that 
they desired their sins to be transferred to it, that it 
might suffer for them as a type of the great substitute. 
Faith lays her hands on Jesus, desiring to receive the 
benefit of His substitutionary death. 

A still more remarkable representation of faith was 
that of the healing look of the serpent-bitten Israelites 
On the great standard in the midst of the camp Moses 
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lifted up a serpent of brass. High overhead above afl 
the tents this serpent gleamed in the sun, and whoever 
of all the dying host would but look to it was made to 
live. Looking was a very simple act, but it indicated 
that the person was obedient to God’s command. He 
looked as he was bidden, and the virtue of healing came 
from the brazen serpent through a look. Such is faita. 
It is the simplest thing in the world, but it indicates a 
great deal more than is seen upon its surface: 


“There is life for a look at the Crucified One.” 


To believe in Jesus is but to glance the eye of faith to 
Him, to trust Him with thy soul. 

Again it is represented as getting under the shadow 
of God’s wings by way of refuge. Let me explain that 
figure, first, as relating to birds beneath their mother’s 
wing. 

There is a hawk in the sky. The.hen seesit. She 
begins to give her warning “cluck.” The little chick. 
ens hardly know what the danger is, but they under- 
stand the mother’s call, and they see her crouching down 
on the ground. Have you never seen her close to the 
earth, with her wings outspread, and calling and calling 
again till every one of her birdlets comes and hides be- 
neath the mother’s wings? They are out of sight of 
the bird of prey; if that hawk comes down at all, it wiil 
have to attack the hen, and kill her before it can reack 
her chicks. The pecks of its bill, the tearing of ifs - 
talons, will have to be first upon the mother-bird, for 
her little ones are all hidden beneath the covert of her 
wings, 

Now, that hiding is an illustration of faith. Here is 
Grist, the Savior, and I hide myself under Him, - The 
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justice of God must smite the sinner, or One who is_ 
able and willing to suffer in the sinner’s stead. It is 
imperative as a first law of the universe, that sin cannot 
go unpunished. As justice approaches with drawn 
sword, I find Christ coming and interposing between 
-me and the sentence of the law; and if the avenger 
seeks me, I hide away under Christ, and all the blows 
must be dealt upon Him. You know how He was 
wounded, rent, torn, that you and J, hiding beneath 
Him, might escape. It sometimes happens on the sides 
of the Alps that a mountain goat ora wild gazelle may 
be feeding there, and an eagle spies out a kid close by 
its mother, and the powerful bird thinks to devour that 
kid, and down it flies; but the little creature crouches 
as low as it can at its mother’s side, and there stands 
the mother with horns ready to meet the eagle, and to 
fight against it for the life of her beloved little one. So 
the little kidis hidden away behind its mother, and she 
valorously contends for it. In that way we must hide 
behind the Savior. 


“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee!” 


I put myself behind my Savior. I say to God, “ Deal 
not with me; deal with my dying Savior. My God, I 
interpose between Thy wrath and my guilty head the 
sacrifice which He presented on the cross, when He 
bowed His head, and said, ‘It is finished.’” 

The act of the chickens hiding away beneath the hen’s 
wings is a very good description of the act of faith. 

It may be further illustrated by travelers hiding 
beneath arock. Journeying through hot countries, they 
find towards noon that the air is very sultry, and that 
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the sandy soil beneath them reflects the heat of the © 
sun, They seem to be traveling in a hot bath, and they 
feel faint and weary. But yonder there isa great rock 
cropping out of the’soil, and under its shadow the heat 
is not felt I have often been struck with the singular 
coolness that there is just by the side of a great rock. 
I have myself sometimes stood out in the sunshine in 
the South of France, and it has been so hot that I have 
felt ready to faint, and I have just stepped back within 
the shadow of a rock, and found it almost as chilly as a 
vault. Refreshing indeed has it been to get into the 
_ cooler atmosphere. 

Well, now, Christ is the shadow of a great Rock in a 
weary land; and if you and I come to Him, and let His 
shadow come between us and the burning heat of the 
sun of divine justice, the heat will fall on the rock, not 
on us. We shall be safe and refreshed, and the Rock 
will screen us from all harm. 
~ Come and put Christ between you and God. He is 
the Interposer between Goc and man; and that is true 
faith which gets to the side of the Rock, Christ, and 
hides away beneath His sheltering shade. 

Another illustration is that of the conies hiding in the 
rocks: “The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they 
their houses in the rocks.” A coney was not exactly 
like a rabbit; a rabbit hardly dwells among the rocks. 
‘but this creature was always found in holes and crannies 
of the rocks. Poor little coney, a dog is after it, and the 
sportsman seeks to destroy it; but there is an opening in 
the rock, and he slips in there, and is perfectly safe. 
The deg barks, and the coney’s little heart beats fast: 
but barking will not kill conies. The sportsman looks 
up and down, but he cannot see the coney; he can see 
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the rock, but he cannot see the coney within the rock. 
The coney has hidden right away from thé keenest sight 
of the man who would destroy him. 

Now, just hide in that way in Christ, who died for 
guilty men. Trust Him; believe Him; believe that He 
will save you. Hide yourself in the Rock of Ages, and 
then, though you may feel some fears, you will have no 
need of any. Once safe in Christ, all is well with you. 

You know that, when a ship has been driven by a 
storm, and the winds are out, the mariners hasten to the 
harbor. When they get into port, down goes the anchor. 
The rattle of the chains is one of the pleasantest sounds 
ever heard when one is sea-sick and worn-out with a 
tempest-tossed voyage. Down goes the anchor. Well, 
but after that the motion of the ship still keeps on, she 
rocks to and fro. Yes, but the anchor is down, the fear 
- ig all over. No matter how the vessel rocks, the winds 
cannot drive her out of the harbor. She is safe in port, 
the anchor is down, and all is well with her. 

O, if you can let the anchor go right down into the 
deeps, and trust Christ, get a grip of Christ, and hold on 
to Christ, you may have some fears, and there may be 
some tossings for you yet to endure, but all is well! As 
the ship hides itself in the harbor, so do you hide away 
in Christ, saying with David, “In the shadow of Thy 
wings will I make my refuge.” This is faith. 

I cannot preach as I would. I have been learning ta 
preach for ever so many years, but I cannot do it as [ 
want to; but I wish that, instead of my preaching to you, 
you would practise what I bid you, and hide away under 
the shadow of Christ’s wing. 


FAITH. 
BY D. L. MOODY 


. Ido not know of any more important truth to bring 
before an unconverted person than the answer to the 
question—* What must I do to be saved?”—because 
that is the beginning of everything with regard to the 
divine life. A man must know he is saved before there 
is any peace, or joy, or comfort. 

The answer to the question is, “ Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” and the question 
that comes right after that from almost every one is, 
“ What is it to believe?” I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God; I believe that He came into the world 
to save sinners. Well, so do the devils. The devils not 
only believe, but they tremble. I can believe intellec- 
tually that Jesus Christ is able and willing to save, and 
yet be as far from the kingdom of God as any man who 
never heard about Jesus Christ. 

We see, then, that faith, which is the same as belief, 
is a very important subject. Itis the link that binds us 
to every promise of God—it brings us every blessing. I 
do not mean a dead faith, but a living faith. Thereisa 
great difference between the two, A man may tell me 
that ten thousand dollars are deposited in a certain bank 
in my name. I may believe it, but if I don’t act upon it 
and get the money it does me nogood, “ Faith gets the 
most, humility keeps the most, love works the most.” 
Unbelief bars the door and keeps back the blessing. 


Some one has said there are three elements in faith— 
20 
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_ knowledge, assent, laying hold. Knowledge! A man 


may have a good deal of knowledge about Christ, but 
that does not save him. I suppose Noah’s carpenters 
knew as much about the ark as Noah did, but they per- 
ished miserably nevertheless, because they were not in 
the ark. Our knowledge about. Christ does not help us if 
we do not act upon it. But knowledge is very impor- 
tant. Many assent and say—‘“ I believe”; but that does 
not save them. Knowledge, assent, then laying hold: it’ 
is that last element that saves, that brings the soul and 
Christ together. 


THE BIBLE DEFINITION OF FAITH, 


People ask: “ What is faith?’ Now the Bible defini- 
tion of faith is perhaps as good as any that we know of. 
We are told in Hebrews xi. 1: “ Now faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” 

Faith is—what? The substance, or, as you have it in 
the margin, “ground ” or “ confidence” of things hoped 
for. In other words, faith is dependence upon the ver- 
acity of another. Faith says “Amen” to everything 
that God says. Faith takes God without any ifs. If 
God says anything, faith says, “I believe it” ; faith says 
“ Amen ” to it. 

We also read in that chapter in Hebrews—* Without 
faith it is impossible to please God.” I may add that 
without faith it is impossible to please man. Let me 
tell a man that I have no faith in him and I cannot do 
him any good. All business is carried on on this princi- 
ple of faith. What is it that causes hard times? Men 
lose confiden<s in each other or the government. Ifyou 
lose confidc..ve in your doctor, you send for another If 
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you have a case in court and lose confidence in your 
lawyer, you want another. If you have a suspicion that 
your merchant is taking advantage of you, you go else- 
where to trade. So you see it is impossible to please 
man as well as God without faith. 

‘Some people think, when we talk about faith in Christ, 
that it must be some miraculous faith, and that they 
must wait until it comes down out of heaven; that it is 
some shock which is to come upon them. But faith in 


A man said to me some time ago, “Moody, the doc- 
trine you preach is most absurd: you preach that men 
have only to believe to change the whole course of their 
life. A man will not change his course by simply be- 
lieving.” 

I said—“I think I can make you believe that in less 
than two minutes.” 

“No, you can’t,” he said; “ I’ll never believe it.” 

I said, ‘“ Let us make sure that we understand each 
other. You say a man is not affected by what he be- 
lieves, that it will not change the course of his ac- 
tions?” 

“T do.” 

“Supposing,” I said, “a man should put his head ix 
at that door and say the house was on fire, what weuld 
you do? You would get out by the window if you ba 
lieved it, wouldn’t you?” 

“Oh,” he replied, “ I didn’t think of that!” 

“No,” I said, “ I guess you didn’t.” 

Belief is the foundation of all society, of commerea, 
and of everything else. 

‘People talk about the unreasonableness of faith, Lut 


FAITH 23 


I’ think it is the most reasonable thing in the world. 
God is never unreasonable. He never asks a man to 
believe without giving him something to believe. 

We are told in Mark xi. 22 in whom we are to be- 
lieve. Christ says—and how sweet it sounds,— 


“ HAVE FAITH IN GOD.” 


I never saw a man or woman in my life that had 
faith in God, who was confounded, I do not care what 
the troubles or trials were. Have faith in God, and 
notin man. That will carry us through ali darkness, 
and storm, and affliction. If our faith is in churches, 
and dogmas, and creeds, and men, in this thing and 
that, we will plunge into trouble and difficulties before 
we get through our pilgrim’s journey; but for him who 
has faith in God, the light will shine brighter and 
brighter, until he comes at last into the glory of the 
perfect day. 

We are to have faith in God, and not in man. A 

_ great many people place their faith in men, and they 
pin their faith to other people’s doctrines and creeds. 
Not long ago I heard of a man who was asked what he 
believed. He said he believed what his church be- 
lieved. 
~“ What does your church believe?” 

“The church believes what I believe.” 

_ And that was all they could get out of him. 

There are a great many in that same state of mind. 
They believe what the church believes, bv’ they do not 
know what that is. If their church teaches anything, 
they believe it. All the churches in the world can’t 
save asoul. It is not to have faith in this church or 
that church, this doctrine or that doctrine, this man or 
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that man, but it is to have faith in the man Christ 
Jesus at the right hand of God. That is the only faith 
that will ever save a soul. 

Some people say, “ He is such a good man, I cannot 
help but believe him. It is all right because he is such 
a good man, and he holds that doctrine.” 

Paul says, “If a man preach any other gospel unto 
you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” If 
Gabriel should come right down and proclaim a differ- 
ent gospel, I would not listen to him. 


DECEIVERS AND DARK DAYS. 


Deceivers are going out into the world who would de- 
ceive even the very elect if they could. I believe we are 
living in dark days. Error is coming in on all sides, and 
it is a time when we must maintain the faith, “I 
have kept the faith,” says Paul. The good old doctrine 
of our forefathers, of the Puritans, is a good deal better 
than new doctrines of the present time that are just 
doing away with Christ, with hell, and even with 
heaven. Let us cling to the Word of God, and have 
faith in God. 

God sent a young man down to Bethel, and told him 
to prophesy against it, He was not to eat and drink 
in the place, nor to go back by the same way as he 
went, Down the young man went. The king asked 
him to go to his palace, but he refused. No, God had 
told him to go and prophesy, not to eat and drink. But 
an old prophet sent word that an angel had told him 
to invite him, and the young man obeyed the voice of 
the angel rather than God; and then he started home 
another way, and a lion met him and slew him. 

We are not to put our faith in this man or that man, 
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not even in a prophet if he speaks contrary to the 
Word of God; not to believe the best man living if his 
testimony is contrary to the Word of God. If God 
says anything, let us take our stand upon it. God’s 
Word will stand when these men and their names have 
been swept away and forgotten. There have always. 
been false teachers. My friend, let us have faith in the| 
living God, and then it will be light where it is dark-' 
ness now. 

It is fashionable now-a-days for people to say they 
are agnostics and 


“CAN’T BELIEVE,” 


I like to press them on this point. I was once talk- 
ing with a man, and he said: 

“T can’t believe.” 

Said I, “ Whom?” 

“ But I can’t believe.’ 

“Whom?” 

“ But I can’t believe.” 

“Whom?” 

“You don’t understand my case. I can’t believe.” 

“ Whom?” 

The man began to color and squirm around, and he 
said, “ Mine is a peculiar case. I can’t believe.” 

“ Whom?” 
The man became more and more ersbarranted. and 
said he: “ You don’t understand my case at all. I have 
a great many intellectual difficulties. There are a great 
many things I can’t believe.” I kept on asking, 
* Whom?” aud finally the man broke down, and said: 

“T can’t believe myself.” 
Thank God for that! 
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When a’ man says he can’t believe, the question is 
whether he can believe the Lord or not, and I just press 
him on that one point. 

Is there any reason why you should not have faith in 
God? Has God ever broken His Word? I defy any 
infidel to come forward and put his finger on any 
promise God has ever made to- man that He has not 
kept. I can show you for six thousand years how the 
- devil has lied, and how he has broken every promise he 
has made. What a lie he told Adam and Eve! Yet I 
can find a thousand men that will believe one of the 
devil’s lies quicker than I can find one man that be- 
lieves God’s truth. Men will believe lies; but when it 
gets to real truth, how few will believe the Word of 
God. . 

I can imagine some one saying, “I would like to have 
faith in God, but I do not know how to get it. I have 
been praying a long time for faith.” I used to pray, 
““O God, give me faith,” and at the same time I was 
neglecting the Bible. 

Here it stands: see 


HOW WE ARE TO GET FAITH: 


“ But these are written that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through His name.” (John xx. 31.) 
John took up his pen and wrote his gospel for one 
express purpose. What was it? That men might be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ was the Son of God. Every 
chapter but two in John speaks of believing; if you run 
through the gospel and mark the word “believe,” you 
will find out what that gospel was written for. It is 
“ Believe, believe, believe, believe,” and it keeps right 
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on to that one thing. He wrote that gospel that we 
might believe, and by believing get life. 

Then turn to Romans x. 15: ‘“ How shall they preach 
except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not 
all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who' 
hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” 

Do you want to know how to get faith? It is by get- 
ting acquainted with God. Jehovah says, “ Acquaint 
now thyself with me, and be at peace.” You cannot find 
a man or woman who is well acquainted with God who 
has not great faith in Him. That is the reason infidels 
don’t trust Him. They don’t know Him. 

People say, “I want to believe, but I have not got 
the right kind of faith.” 


WHAT KIND DO YOU WANT? 


The idea that you require a special kind of faith is all 
wrong. Use the faith you have already. Just believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. Any faith that brings you to 
Him and links you with Him is the right kind of faith. 

Suppose I meet a man whom I have seen night after 
night begging, and I say to him: 

“ Hullo, beggar, is that you?” 

“ Don’t call me a beggar; I am no longer a beggar.” 

“ Are not you the man who has been begging here 
every night?” 

“ec Yes.” 

“ Where did you get your good clothes? How is 
you are not a beggar?” 

“ No, I am no beggar; I am worth a thousand dollars.” 
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“ How is that?” 

“ Well, sir, last night I was here begging, and a maz 
came along and put a check for one thousand dollars in 
my hand.” 

“ How did you know it was good?” 

“T took it to the bank, and they gave me gold for it.” 

“ How was it done?” 

“ Well, I held out my hand, and he put the check 
right into it, and I took it to the bank and got gold for 

it.” 

“ Did you really get it in that way?” 

6c Yes.” 

“How do you know it was the right kind of hand?” 

“Why,” says the beggar, “ what do I care about the 
hand? I have got the money.” 

Faith is the hand that reaches out and takes the bless- 
ing. Any faith that brings you to Christ is the right 
kind of faith, and instead of looking at your faith look 
to Christ. See if you have the right kind of a Christ— 
a Christ that is giving you victory over sin. Some one 
has said that faith is to the soul what the eye is to the 
body. Ido not pick my eyes out of my head every now 
and then to see if they are the right kind of eyes. Yet 
people are doing that with faith all the time. 

Some one has said, faith sees a thing in God’s hand, 
and says, “I will have it.’ Unbelief sees it there, and 
says, “God won’t give it me.” Look to God by faith 
now and have salvation. 

A Scotch woman was once introduced as “ Mrs. ——, 
a woman of great faith.” 

“No,” she said, “Iam a woman of little faith, but 
with a great God.” 
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Then people say: “I don’t know that I have enough 
faith.” ; 

Christ said that if you have faith “as a grain of mus- 
tard seed,” you will be able to move mountains. 

Then there is another impression that faith is indi- 
cated by feelings. 

Now, faith is not feeling. Your feelings may change 
forty times before sundown, but your faith may be the 
same right along. What made the slaves free? Was it 
their feelings or Lincoln’s proclamation? Suppose that 
a slave said he “felt free” six months before the procla- 
mation, I think he would have felt the lash on his back. 

We are living in very strange days. Some people tell 

-us it does not make any difference what a'man believes 
if he is only “sincere”; one church is just as good as 
another if you are only sincere. 

I do not believe any greater delusion ever came out 
of the pit of hell than that. It is ruining more souls at 
the present time than anything else. 

I never read of any men more sincere or more earnest 
than those men at mount Carmel, those false prophets. 
They were terribly in earnest. 

Some people say, ‘“ Why, if these men are holding, as 
you say, error, why should they be so in earnest?” 

Those prophets of Baal were the most earnest men I 
ever read of. You do not read of men getting so in 
eernest now that they take knives and cut themselves. 
Look at them leaping upon their altars; hear their cry, 
* © Baal! O Baal!” We never hear that kind of prayer 
now-a-days. They acted like mad men. They were 
terribly in earnest, yet did God hear their cry? 
They were allslain. “I believe one religion is just as 
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good as another, if you are only sincere in what you be- 
lieve ”—it is 
ONE OF THE DEVIL’S LIES. 


Some men seem to think it is a great misfortune that 
they do not have faith. Bear in mind it is nota misfor- 
tune, but it is the damning sin of the world. The 
greatest enemy God and man have got is unbelief. 
Christ found it on both sides of the cross. It was the 
very thing that put Him to death. The Jews did not 
believe Him; they did not believe God had sent Him; 
they took Him to Calvary and murdered Him; and the 
first thing we find after He rose from the grave was 
unbelief again. Thomas, one of His own disciples, did 
not believe He had risen. He said, ‘“ Thomas, feel these 
wounds”; and Thomas did, and believed, and said, “ My 
Lord and iny God.” 

It is considered you cannot offer a mana greater in- 
ault than to call him a liar. Unbelief is 


TELLING GOD HE IS A LIAR. 


Jchn says: ‘If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God 
which He hath testified of His Son. He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that 
believeth not God hath made Him a liar; because he be- 
lieveth not the record that God gave of His son. And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life isin HisSon. He that hath the Son hath 
life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 

All history comes from the testimony of man. Busi- 
ness depends upon it. Now John says the testimony of 
God is greater. 


FAITR 

Suppose a man said, “ Mr. Moody, I have no faith im 
you whatever,” don’t you think it would grieve met 
There is not anything that would wound aman muck 
more than to be told that you do not have any faith in 
him. 

A great many men say, “Oh, I have profound rever- 
ence and respect for God ” 

Yes, profound “respect,” but not“ faith.” Why, it is 
a downright insult! ap 

Suppose a man says, “Mr. Moody, I have profound 
respect for you, profound admiration for you, but I do 
not believe a word you say.” 

I wouldn’t give much for his respect or admiration 
[ wouldn’t give much for his friendship. 

God wants us to put our faith in Him. How it 
would wound a mother’s féelings to hear her children 
say, “I do love mamma so much, but I don’t believe 
what she says.” How it would grieve that mother, 
And that is about the way a great many of God’s pro. 
fessed children talk. 

Some years ago I wanted to teach my boy what faith 
was, andso I put himona table. He was a little fellow 
two years old. I stood back three or four feet, and said 

“ Willie, jump.” 

The little fellow said, “ Papa, I’se afraid.” 

I said, “ Willie, I willcatch you. Just look right al 
me, and jump.” 

The little fellow got all ready to jump, and then 
looked down again, and said, “ I’se afraid.” 

“ Willie, didn’t I tell you I would catch you? Will 
Papa deceive you? Now, Willie, look me right in the 
pye, and jump, and I will catch you.” 

The little fellow got all ready the third time to jump 
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but he looked on the floor, and said: 

“Tse afraid.” 

“ Didn’t 1 tell you I would catch you?” 

“Yes.” 

At last I said, “ Willie, don’t take your eyes off me”; 
and I held the little fellow’s eyes, and said, “ Now jump; 
don’t look at the floor”; and he leaped into my arms, 

Then he said to me, “ Let me jump again.” 

I put him back, and the moment he got on the table 
he jumped, and after that, when he was on the table, 
and I was standing five or six feet away, I heard him 
cry, “Pa, I’se coming,” and had just time to rush and 
catch him. He seemed to put too much confidence in 
me. But you cannot put to much confidence in God. 

Look at John iii. 33: “ He that hath received His testi- 
mony hath set to his seal that God is true.” 

In those days men used to wear a signet-ring, with 
their initials, and instead of signing their names, they 
used to take the ring and seal the document. That was 
setting to their seal; that was an indorsement. And 
now God comes down into this unbelieving world, and 
says, “ Who will set to his seal that Iam true?” And 
so I ask you, reader, will you set to your seal that God 
is true? It isa great deal better for us to make our- 
selves liars and God true than to try and make ourselves 
out true and God a liar. That is what many men do. 


WILL YOU SET TO YOUR SEAL 


that God is true? Unbelief says, “I won’t.” Faith 
says, “I will.” O, may God help you now to say, “I 
will set to my seal that God is true” this very hour; 
and the moment you do that, and put your faith in 
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God, then comes the peace, the happiness you have been 
looking for so long! 

It is recorded in history that some years ago 

a man was condemned tobe put todeath. When he 
came to lay his head on the block, the prince who had 
charge of the execution asked him if there was any one 
petition that he could grant him. All that the condemn- 
ed man asked for wasa glass of water. They went and 
got him a tumbler of water, but his hand trembled so 
that he could not get it to his mouth. 

The prince said to him, “ Your life is safe until you 
drink that water.” 

He took the prince at his word, and dashed the water 
to the ground. They could not gather it up, and so he 
saved his life. My friend, you canbe saved now by 
taking God at His Word. The water of life is offered to 
to “whosoever will.” Take it now, and live. 

“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
words and believeth on Him that sent me hath everlast- 
ing life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is 
passed from death unto life.” 

There is life, eternal life, within the reach of every 
man, woman and child, and it can be had simply by 
believing. You may talk about faith, but, reader, ex- 
ercise faith. Simply believe, here and now. Act upon 
your faith. 

May God give you grace to do so this moment! Let 
feelings go! Take God at His Word! Say in your 
heart—“ I do believe, I will believe, I now believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all my heart”—and life 
everlasting is yours! 


TRUST 
BY D. L. MOODY. 


We have for our subject at present one word—TRUvstT. 
Tt means really the same as bélief on, or faith in, the 
_ Lord Jesus Christ. Many people have been brought up 
to believe intellectually, and when we talk to them about 
faith they do not exactly understand what we mean. 
Perhaps, however, the use of this word—Trust —will 
help to make it plainer. The word “Believe” in the 
New Testament is the same as “Trust” in the Old 
Testament. Where it is “ Believe, believe” in the New, 
it is “ Trust, trust, trust” in the Old. Some people get 
hold of that word “ Trust” when they don’t understand 
what is meant by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
{t seems a simpler word. 

Once when I was preaching, I noticed a lady looking 
very steadily at me, and she seemed to fetch home to her 
heart every word that fell from my lips. After the 
sermon I went down and asked her if she was a Chris- 
tian. She said: 

“No, but I wish I was. I have been seeking Christ 
for three years, and can not find-Him. What am I 
to do?” 

Said I, “There must be some mistake. He has been 
seeking you for twenty years; and if you have been seek- 
ing Him, you would have met long before now.” 

She asked, ‘“ What am I to do?” ; 

“Do nothing; just believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 


and be saved.” 
84 
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“T have heard that until my head aches. Everybody 
says believe, believe, believe; and I am none the wiser.” 

I said, “I will drop that word. Trust the Lord Jesus 
Uhrist, as you stand here.” 

“Tf I say I will trust the Lord, will He save me?” 

“No, you might say that a thousand times, and not do 
it. Will you do it?” 

* 7 do trust in the Lord Jesus Christ with all my soul,” 
she said, “ and I don’t feel any difference.” 

I said: “You have been seeking after feeling; you 
have been seeking for feeling in your heart. Now 
there is no promise in the Word of God that you wik 
get feeling. There is no verse, from Genesis to Reve- 
lation, where feeling is attached to salvation.” 

I quoted the verse: “ He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto Him.” 

“Now,” I said, “ will you not put your trust in Him? 
Trust Him and let your feelings take care of themselves.” 

She looked at me about five minutes it seemed, but I 
don’t suppose it was more than one: and then she reached 
out her hand, and said: 

“T trust the Lord Jesus Christ this night to save my 
soul.” | 

~ There was no tear, no prayer, but there was a decision 
—T trust.” 

She turned to the pastor of the church, and calling 
him by name, said: “I trust the Lord Jesus Christ to 
save my soul.” ‘Turning to one of the elders she said: 
“T trust the Lord Jesus Christ to save my soul.” She 
started and went down the aisle, and just as she was 
going out the door she met another officer of the church, 
and she said: “I am trusting Jesus to save me.” 

The next night she was in front of me. I did not 
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have to go down that night and ask her if she loved 
Jesus. At the close of the meeting she was the fizst to 
go into the inquiry-room, and when I got in there she 
had her arm around a young lady’s neck, and she was 
saying: 

“Tt is only to trust Him.” 

She led more souls to Christ in two weeks in that 
church than any one else. 

My first point is 


WHOM YOU ARE TO TRUST. 


You know the 8th verse of the 118th Psalm is the 
middle verse in the whole Bible. A convict in one of 
our prisons is said to have counted the verses in the 
Bible, and he found that was the middle verse. I think 
that is a good place to begin, and run both ways, and we 
will then have the whole Bible. At least we will take 
up a few passages that will help us to get hold of this 
truth, beginning with that verse: 

“ Tt is better to trust in the Lord than to put confi- 
dence in man.” 

You willsay “Amen” to that. You that have put 
confidence in man and have been disappointed, can say 
that is true. Every infidel will admit that. Itis better 
to trust God than yourself. I would rather trust God 
than my own deceitful heart. Itis better to make your- 
self a liar and make God true. Itis better to trust in 
the Lord than to put confidence even in princes. That 
is what the Lord said. 

The Psalmist says, “I will not be afraid what man can 
do unto me, because my trust is in God.” Why? be- 
cause his heart is fixed—trusting. 

If God has hid me in the secret pavilion, let men 
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slander me and abuse me if they like! If I cansay that 
God is my Father, Jesus is my Savior, and heaven is my 
home: let the world rail—let the flesh do what it pleases— 
I will not be afraid of evil tidings, for my trust isin God! 
Is not that a good footing for eternity? ‘“ Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away.” 
If you get your feet fair and square on the rock, let the 
waves beat if they will. A Christian once said that he 
trembled sometimes, but the foundation never did: he 
-had his foot upon the rock. We want good footing for 
eternity, and there is no better footing than the Word of 
God. 

One of the greatest enemies of the human family is 
the selfz-righteousness and self-confidence that people 
have. In the Gospel by Luke, Christ spoke a parable 
“to certain of those who trusted in themselves.” Every 
one is either trusting in Christ as his risen Savior, or in 
hiinself, or in the Church, or in other people’s opinions. 

You must guard against trusting in churches. A good 
many men are converted to a church. They say: “I 
like that church. - It is a beautiful church, and there is 
beautiful singing. I like the quartet and the grand 
organ; and there is a good minister.” And so they are 
converted to the church, and to the singing, and to the 
organ, and to the minister. Or perhaps they are con- 
verted to the people who go there; they get into good 
‘society. But that isnot being born of God, or being 
converted to God. 

Churches are good in their place; but when we put 
them in the place of salvation, they become a snare. All 
the churches in the world cannot save you. If the bitten 
Israelite had looked to Moses, or only to the pole, he 
would not have been saved. He had to raise his eye 
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above the pole, and above Moses, and to fix it on the ser- 
pent. Then God’s word was fulfilled. We must guard 
against trusting in anything but the Word of God, and 
the Lord Himself. If you pass by all obstacles, and 
come right to Him, and put your trust in Him, you will 
have rest, and peace of mind; and you need not doubt 
your salvation from this day until you go to your grave. 

Again, God has warned us not to put trust in man. 
Jeremiah 17:5. ‘Thus saith the Lord: Cursed be the 
man that trusteth in man, and°maketh flesh his arm, ° 
and whose heart departeth from the Lord. - For he shall 
be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when 
good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the 
wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited. 

“ Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and 
whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree 
planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots 
by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but 
her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither cease from yielding fruit. 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desper- 
ately wicked: who can know it?” 

The same thought is brought out in Isaiah xxx: “ Woe 
to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take 
counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, 
but not of my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin: that 
walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my 
mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of — 
Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! There- 
fore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and 
the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion.” 

In one place He says, “ Woe,” and in another place 
He says, “ Cursed be the man.” It is a terrible thing 
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for a man to put faith in man. 

Then Psalm cxlvi. 3: “ Put not your trust in princes, 
nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. His 
breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that 
very day his thoughts perish. Happy is he that hath 
the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord 
his God.” 

Here we are told very plainly by God that we are not 
to put our trust in this man or that man—not to lean 
upon an arm of flesh. 

How often we hear a man say: “ There is a member of 
the church who cheated me out of five dollars, and I am 
not going to have anything more to do with people who 
call themselves Christians.” But if the man had had 
faith in Jesus Christ you do not suppose he would have 
had his faith shattered because some one cheated him 
out of five dollars, do you? What we want is,—to have 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Ifamanhas that, he has 
something he can anchor to, and the anchor will hold; 
and when the hour of temptation comes to him, and the 
hour of trial, the man will stand firm. If we are only 
converted to man, and our faith is in man, we will cer- 
tainly be disappointed. 

In the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, the writer tells 
us of the faith of Abel, and Enoch, and Abraham and 
Moses, and the others; but in the next chapter he 
takes’ the eye away from the contemplation of them, 
and says: 

“Look at Jesus. Do not look at these now, but look 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. Look 
to Him alone.” 

Let us learn a lesson, that we are not to pin our faith 
even to good men; we are not to have supreme faith in 
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them. They cannot save us. Wemay have confidences 
in them, but when it comes to the great question of 
salvation, we are to have 


FAITH IN GOD, AND GOD ALONE. 


If you are trusting friends, they may turn against 
you, or death may take them from you. If you trust 
in riches, they may take to themselves wings and fly 
away; and if you keep them to the last, you must ulti- 
mately leave them. 

Creeds cannot save you. Creeds are very good in 
their place, but if you stop there and live upon your 
creed, you get no strength. A creed is like a street to 
take me to my house; but if I don’t go into my house, { 
don’t get my dinner. We must go beyond our creed to 
the person, the Lord Jesus Christ. & 

Let us look at the ninth Psalm and tenth verse: “ And 
they that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee: | 
for Thou, Lord, has not forsaken them that seek 
Thee. ” 

A man that knows God cannot help but trust Him. 
That is a good proof we have that these things are true. 
Men who know nost about God trust Him the most. It 
is men who don’t know God who don’t trust Him. Did 
you ever see a man who was well acquainted with the 
Bible and with the teachings of the Spirit, who didn’t 
have full confidence in God? I never did. 

Suppose a man made me a hundred promises, and 
had ten years to fulfil them, and that next month the 
ten years will expire. He has fulfilled ninety-nine of 
the promises, and is able to fulfil the other. Would not 
-[ have good reason to trust him that he would fulfil it? 

Has not God fulfilled all His promises? And shall 
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we doubt Him, and say we cannot trust Him. They 
that know Him trust Him. 

A party of gentlemen in Scotland Sento to get some 
eggs froma nest on the side of a precipice, and they 
tried to persuade a poor boy that lived near to go over 
and get them, saying they would hold him by a rope. 
They offered him a good deal of money; but they were 
strangers to him, and he would not go. They told him 
they would see that no accident happened to him—they 
would fasten him securely. ; 

At ne he said, “I will go if my father will hold the 
rope.” 

He trusted his Fatinér: : 

A man will not trust strangers. I want to get ac- 
quainted with a man before I put my confidence in him. 
I have known God for forty years, and I have more con- 
fidence in Him now than I ever had before; it increases 
every year. In the Bible, some things that were dark 
ten years ago are plain to-day; and some things that are 
dark now will be plain ten years hence. We must take 
things by faith. You take the existence of cities on the 
testimony of men that have been in those cities; and we 
ask you to take our testimony, who have feand joy in 
believing. We ask you to trust in God. 

How mapny are kept back from Christ because 


THEY THINK THEY HAVE NOT THE RIGHT KIND OF FEELING 


Let feelings take care of themselves. Satan can 
change your feelings, and make you feel almost anyway; 
but he cannot change the Word of God. If our feel- 
ings change, we know the Word of God is true; and it 
is a great deal better to build upon God’s Word than it 
is to build upon the best of feelings. Tell the world, 
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tell your feelings, tell your friends,—that you are going 
to trust God, be you sick or well; and whether you live 
ov die, whatever happens to you, you can and will trust 
Him. Behold, God is my Savior and my Redeemer; not 
prayers, or feelings, or works, or tears, or anything a or 
of myself. “God is my salvation; I will trust, and not 
be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my 
song. He also has become my salvation.” There is 
_ salvation in front of you, and salvation behind you;sal- 
vation to begin with, and salvation to end with. Sonow, 
just pray to the Lord to help you to trust Him from 
this hour—from this minute—trust Him with your body, 
and with your soul. 
There is a verse in Proverbs teaching us 


HOW TO TRUST: 


“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways ac- 
knowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.” 

I never knew a man who was willing to trust the Lord 
with all his heart, but the Lord saved him, and de- 
livered him from all his doubts. The great trouble is 
that we do not trust Him with all our heart. God says, 
“Ye shall find me when you search for me with all 
your heart.” God says, “Trust me with all your heart.” 
Is there anything to hinder you from putting your whole 
trust in Him? 

If Satan comes to you and wants to hear you explain 
some mysterious sayings in the Bible, do not lean on 
your own understanding; tell him you are going to trust 
the Lord, and not yourself. If God cannot be trusted, 
who can? Trust Him without any doubts, There can- 
not be true faith where there is doubt; the very fact that 
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you doubt should show you that you do not trust with 
all your heart. 

It is said that Alexander the Great had a frei ite 
physician who followed him through all his battles. 
This favorite doctor had an enemy who wanted to get 
him outof the way. The latter wrote a letter to Alex- 
ander, stating that the favorite physician intended to 
give him a poison cup on the following morning. The 
man thought the Emperor would order the physician to 
be put to death. Next morning, however, the Emperor 
took the message, and read it out aloud; and before the 
physician had time to reply, he drank what was in the 
cup before his eyes, to show his friend thathe did not 
believe one word that his enemy had said. 

That is believing with all the heart; and when Satan 
comes with some insinuation about God not being love, 
tell him that you believe God with all your heart. 

People get many of these doubts from reading infidel 
books. They say, “ You should read both sides of the 
question.” Ifa man writes me scandalous letters about 
my wife, must I read them? I made up my mind forty 
years ago about Jesus Christ, and when an infidel book is 
put into my hand,I tear itup. I would take poison into 
my system as soon as read an infidel book. If you doubt 
Christ being the Savior, ask yourself—Has He not done 
more to elevate mankind than any other man who ever 
lived? There is but one side to truth after all; and is 
not Christ the truth? 

Do not entertain these doubts for a moment. If 
Satan darts an evil thought into your mind about Christ, 
that is not sin if you do not entertainit. Meet it with 
the shield of faith, “wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” Drive it off, 
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and let your mind be filled with good thoughts that will 
crowd out the evil ones. A great many people are 
troubled with evil thoughts and doubts and fears; but 
my experience is that if they would go and work, they 
would not have any time to doubt. 

People say, “If I could only get rid of these doubts 
and fears, I think I would be ready to work.” 

Go to work, and these doubts will disappear. There is 
- work to be done. Life is short at the longest, so let us 
be about our Master’s business; and while you are en- 
gaged in His work, these doubts will not assail you so 
much. I believe any Christian would have doubts in 
less than six months if he did nothing. 

We should trust God with all our hearts, and not with 
our heads. The trust must be down in the heart; and 
that will carry eur hands, and feet, and whole life, right 
into the current of God’s work. 


NoT “TRY” BUT “TRUST.” 


I can imagine some one says: “I have tried to trust 
Him over and over again.” . 

The very word “ try” implies that you don’t doit. If 
a man said to me—“ I will try to believe you,” it would 
imply that I had deceived him some time, and he had 
hard work to believe me now. Drop the word “ try,” 
and say “trust.” 

When shall we trust? 

A great many say: “I would like to become a Chris- 
tian, but you don’t pretend to say I can trust now and 
be saved?” 

There is not anything to hinder a man from trusting 
at once if he will. You say: 

“Have 1 not to feel a little, and repent more, and 


s 
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and weep more, and have a deeper conviction of sin?” 

A deep conviction of sin is all you want: I don’t ob- 
ject to seeing men weep over their sins. Some people 
think itis not manly. Idon’t know why it is not manly 
gor a man to weep over his sins. It igs more manly than 
to trifle with salvation, and make light of serious things. 
A great many men seem to be ashamed to shed tears 
over their sins. 

In the eighth verse of the sixty-second Psalm we read: 
“Trust in Him at all times ye people.” 

There are a good many who trust God when we see all 
is light and clear before us, but not in the dark, We 
will trust when everything is fair and bright—no oppo- 
_ sition, no persecution or bitterness, but all smooth sail- 
ing. Well, that is walking by sight, and not by faith. 
We are to trust in the Lord at all times, and the Lord 
will not have one who cannot be tried. If you are start. 
ing out in the Lord’s work, you aie going to be tempted, 
St. Augustine said that God had one Son without sin, 
but He had no Son without trial. 

You must expect trial and temptation, but you must 
trust God 

AT ALL TIMES. 


My experience has been this: that Christians who are all 
the time trying to walk by sight instead of faith, are the 
most faulty Christians we have. All the time Jacob was 
walking by sight, he was in trouble; and when he got 
into Egypt, and the King of Egypt wanted to know 
what kind of a journey he had had through life, all he 
could say was that it had been stormy. Few and evil 
had been his days! He had had an awful time of it. 
Look at Joseph! He walked bv faith; and in God’s 
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good time He took him out of slavery and prison, and 
put him on the throne, and made him ruler over ail 
Egypt. One walked by sight, and the other by faith. 

You may be pué into some dark place; but inthe dark- 
ness KEEP TRUSTING! It takes no faith at all to trust 
when we can see the whole thing. People may say it is 
a leap in the dark; but we are constantly making such 
leaps. 

Suppose I havea sick boy. I know nothing about 
medicine; but I call in the doctor, and put that boy’s 
life and everything into his hands. I do not fail to be- 
lieve in him; and I do not interfere at all. Do youcall 
that trusting in the dark? Not at all! I used my 
best judgment, and I put that boy’s life into the hands 
of a good physician. 

You have a soul diseased. Put it into the hands of 
the Great Physician! Trust Him, and He will take 
care of it. He has had some of the most hopeless cases. 
He was able to heal all that came to Him while on earth. 
He is the same to-day. 

Take another illustration. Suppose you have one 
thousand dollars, and there are forty thieves who want 
to rob you of it. I tell you that there is a bank here, 
and that I will introduce you to the presiden. so that 
you can deposit the money. You do not know anything 
of the bank, save by repute: you know nothing about 
how the books are kept; but you take my word, and you 
believe my testimony, that if you deposit the money it 
will be safe; and you go in and place the thousand dol- 

‘lars there, 

We must trust God in time of trouble, in time of 
bereavement. You can trust Him with your soul until 
your dying day, if you will. Will you not do it? 


TRUST . 47 





Several years ago, a minister in a town much resorted 
to vy invalids was requested to see a gentleman reported 
to be very ill. He went accordingly. The patient was 
aman between fifty and sixty, and had been a success- 
ful merchant in the metropolis. He had been ordered 
to this health resort; but, as it proved, only to die there. 
The minister soon saw that it was no earnest desire for 
spiritual benefit that had prompted the request. On 
the contrary, he felt there was little or no sense of the 
gravity of the case, and no sympathy with his own con- 
cern for the sufferer. He felt as if, on the part of the 
relatives at least, there was almost suppressed ridicule of 
nis efforts to guide the dying man to the truth. 

Altogether the case was about as hopeless a one as 
my friend had ever dealt with. Still he persevered. 
cannot remember whether it was during the first visit, 
or upon a second call, that it occurred to him, seeing the 
sufferer was a Scotchman, to take advantage of a line 
in the metrical version of the psalms used in Scotland, 
to convey the saving truth he was trying to state. 

“ There is a line in one of your Scotch psalms,” said my 
friend, “that contains in five words all I would tell you. 
< do not know the psalm, or the rest of the verse; but 
yere are the words, and the whole gospel is in them: 


‘None perish that Him trust.’” 


The invalid looked up from his pillow, and slowly re- 
peated: 
“ «J]] shall the wicked slay: laid waste 
Shall be who hate the just; 


The Lord redeems His servants’ souls: 
None perish that Him trust.” 


“That is it,” said my friend; “believe on the Lord 
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Jesus Christ. None perish that Him trust. Where did 

- you learn that psalm?” 

“My mother taught me it when I was a boy. She 
used to go to Dr. Alexander’s church at Edinburgh.” 

Old recollections seemed awakened. Attentively he 
listened to what more it was thought proper to add. 
He requested a repetition of the visit. How often after 
the minister saw him I do not recollect, but from that 

hour there was a marked change, and an evident grow- 
ing interest as the way of salvation was explained. 

_ The last time my friend was sent for, he went with- 
out delay, but it was too late, or seemed to be too late, for 
the dying man to receive aught from human lips. He 
was already far down the valley,—alone,—and friends 
could only look after him as he descended. As they 
gazed in silence, they saw his lips moving. My friend 
bent down to catch the faint whispers that followed 
each other in slow succession; they were: 

“ None—perish—that—Him—trust.” 

He heard no more; but left, indulging a cheerful con 
fidence that the seed cast into the heart of her boy by a 
mother long, long years before, had borne fruit to eternal 
life. 

If we are to die trusting in Christ, let us live trrsting 
in Him. 


- 


“WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?” 
BY W. HAY AITKEN. 


“Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved,”—Acts xvi. 30, 31. 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” ‘This is the 
first and most important question that can be asked 
with respect to religious experience. We need to ob- 
tain an answer to this enquiry, and on this answer we 
need to act, before we proceed to ask any other ques- 
tion about spiritual things, or attempt to take any step 
forward in the spiritual life. There are many other 
questions of great importance to be considered; this is 
by no means the only one we have toask. It may be 
well to ask, “‘ How may I become holy? how may I over- 
come temptation? how may I secure my truest happi- 
ness? or how may I be really useful?” All these and 
many other enquiries are reasonable and necessary 
enough in their own proper place and order, but there is 
one question, my dear reader, that comes before all 
others in its imperious necessity, and that is the ques- 
tion of our text— 

_ “What must I do to be saved? z 

When Queen. Esther stood before Ahasuerus, and 
found favor in his sight, you will remember her touching 
and pathetic reply when he enquired of her,— 

“ What is thy petition, Queen Esther? and it shall be 
granted thee: and what is thy request? and it shall be 


performed, even unto half of the kingdom.” 
. 49 
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“Tf I have found favor in thy sight, O king, and if it 
please the king, let my life be given to me at my peti- 
tion, and my people at my request.” 

Surely she did well in asking for life. Had she asked 
anything else than this she might as well not have asked 
at all; for if she failed to win her life, all other acquisi- 
tions were indeed only loss to her. She might have 
asked for a palace of ivory, but what good would that 
have been to a woman in danger of her life? She might 
have asked for the revenue of a satrapy of the Persian 
monarchy, but what would this have profited her had 
she lost her life? She might have asked for rare and 
costly robes, or splendid jewelry, but what are robes and 
and jewelry to a person in danger of her life? There 
was one thing she needed before anything else, and until 
that was gained she was really ina position to value 
nothing else. “ Let my life be given me at my petition.” 
She must gain this or lose all. 

It is even so with the human soul. Until we are de- 
livered from a position of danger and introduced into a 
state of safety, we are not in a position to enjoy those 
further benefits which it is the purpose of the divine 
goodness to heap upon us. There are many blessings 
to be enjoyed, and many spiritual acquisitions to be 
made, but these enjoyments and acquisitions are only 
possible when this great question has been set at rest, 
and when we are able to say, with holy confidence, “ By 
grace we have been saved through faith.” 

Do not think that I unduly magnify the importance 
of salvation when I thus speak, or that I represent it as 
the only thing that we need think about. Salvation is 
not the end of human existence, but rather it is the 
first great and necessary condition of our attaining to 
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that end; it is not our actual destiny, but our first step 
toward reaching that destiny. But the gaining of this 
first boon is indispensable if I would reach after others. 
And thus I repeat we are merely playing with religion, 
and trifling with our religious instincts, until we have 
asked the question, “ What must I do to be saved? ” and 
have obtained the only true answer, and have proceeded 
to act upon it. 

Many years ago a young man who had been very relig- 
iously brought up, while reading his New Testament, 
was led to observe that an experience was therein de- 
scribed as belonging to true Christians to which he 
himself was altogether a stranger. In giving, years after, 
an account of his experiences to me, he said: 

“IT observed that there were statements commonly 
made in the New Testament altogether in advance of 
any experience I had ever had; and yet it seemed to me 
that these experiences were described as belonging to all 
Christians. Iread, ‘Being justified by faith we have 
peace with God,’ andI asked, Am I justified by faith? 
Have I peace with God? ‘There is therefore now no 
condemnation.’ Am I free from condemnation? ‘ By 
grace are ye saved through faith. Am I saved through 
faith by grace? 'To each of these enquiries I was ever 
compelled by my own conscience to give a definite 
answer in the negative. No; nothing of the kind had 
happened. Then I asked myself, Why is it? How 
comes it to pass that an experience so common in primi- 
tive times seems so far beyond what I myself know any- 
thing about? This caused me great perplexity, and 
even distress. The more I thought about it, the more I 
prayed about it, the less satisfied with myself I became. 
I was not saved, justified, free from condemnation. I 
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thought I would talk my difficulty over with a few 
friends of my own—earnest, religiously-disposed men 
like myself. I thereupon put this subject before them. 
I said, Can you tell me why it is we seem to know 
absolutely nothing about experiences regarded apparent- 
ly as elementary in the New Testament? Are you justifi- 
ed by faith? Have you peace with God? Would you 
say that you were saved by grace through faith?” 

And the answer that this young man obtained from 
one and all was the same. 

“Oh, dear me, no! Why, it would be gross presump- 
tion to say anything of the kind.” 

“Well,” he said, “it seems very presumptuous for a 
man to say that he is saved or justified; but, on the other 
hand, I cannot make out how primitive Christians were 
able to say it without any presumption at all.” 

“ Ah! you see, my dear fellow,” was the reply, “that 
was in apostolic times.” 

“T know it was,” said my friend, “ but I cannot see 
why our experience should be wholly different from that 
of Christians in apostolic times. Can you point out at 
what particular epoch it was that this state of things 
changed? Was it the first century?” 

They did not know, 

“Was it the second? ” . 

They could not tell, All they knew was that it might 
have been in the first or the second, but unquestionably 
the change had taken place; the thing did not exist now, 
though it might have been common in the times of the 
apostles. Clearly these strong statements could not 
apply to any one now. ; 

“Well,” said my friend, “that explanation did not 
satisfy me. The more I read my Bible the more I felt _ 
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there was an experience which I ought to be enjoying 
which at present I knew nothing about. I made up my 
mind that I must find this blessing, so I began to pray, 
to seek, to cry to God, for I felt that what men could 
_ realize in the New Testament period we ought to be able 
to realize now. I said, Oh, my God, I want this justi- 
fication! I cannot, I will not rest until the blessing is 
mine, 

“ One idea took hold on me—that if the thing was to 
be had, it must be had by prayer. That was my first 
thought. Little did Idream then that the gift being 
already given, we have to accept it rather than entreat 
for it. My determination was to batter the doors of 
heaven with incessant prayers until at last my case was 
taken into consideration. Indeed, to begin with, I did 
not see what else I could do. So Iset myself to pray, 
and I prayed with desperate earnestness long hours 
together, my desires and anxiety increasing with the 
effort until I could do little else.. 

“Yet there seemed no peace, no comfort, no rest. 
Eighteen long, weary, desolate months passed away, and 
still,” he said, “I failed to obtain the blessing I sought. 
During all that time I kept a very careful watch on my 
conduct, and whenever I was guilty of what I considered 
an inconsistency, I would condemn myself most unspar- 
ingly. ‘There! now how can you hope to get what you 
are asking, when you are so inconsistent? You took too 
much to eat to-day, or you lost your temper, or you 
allowed your tongue to run too fast to-day, and said a 
great many idle words. You will never get it until you 
are more vigilant and careful’. So the long weary 
months rolled on. At last I found myself brought face 
to face with three possible solutions of my present difli- 
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culties. The first was the lunatic asylum. I did not 
like the idea of that, yet I felt it was extremely probable 
to be the end of my efforts. If I did not obtain the 
blessing I wanted, my reason would fail. Yes, if 1 went 
on I knew it would be so; for I could think of noth- 
ing else, and do nothing else but cry, ‘God be merciful 
tome asinner.’ The next possibility was that I should 
go back to the steady, quiet, formal religious life I had 
lived before, and trouble myself no longer about these 
speculations. As I thought this over, however, I felt 
my whole nature rise up in resentment against the very 
idea. I said I would die before go back to the empty, 
hollow hypocrisy and unreality of my former life, I 
was then shut up tothe third course, and that was to get 
it; get the blessing, the blessing I sought, at any and 
every cost. So I threw myself again before God, and said 
‘O God! O God! I must have it! I must have it! If I 
die for it; I must have it! There I lay till I was fairly 
exhausted and spent with praying. 

“T had risen from my knees, and was standing with 
my head resting on my hand, wondering what to do 
next, when that familiar text passed through my mind, 
* What must I do tobe saved?’ I said, ‘ Why, dear me, 
that is the very thing I want so much to know! If I 
could get an answer to that question, I should under. 
stand the whole thing’; and I repeated almost mechan 
ically the words, ‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ amd 
thou shalt be saved.’ I said, ‘Is thatall? Is that all?’ 
I turned to the New Testament; I would not trust 
my memory. I read the passage over ‘What must I 
do to be saved? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.’ Yes; that was all. I lifted 
up my éyes and my heart, and clasped my hands, and 
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said, ‘O Lord Jesus Christ, is that all? My God, my 
God, I do believe in Thee! -I dobelieve in Thee!’ As I 
said the words 

THE BURDEN OF YEARS ROLLED OFF, 


my soul was resting on the one sure foundation, the 
calm of a heavenly peace filled my wearied spirit, and I 
knew that I was saved. I rushed out of the house; I 
could not keep the good news to myself. .As I went 
down the street one of my religious friends was coming 
up. As soon as he approached he saw by my counte- 
nance that something had happened, so he stopped, and 
said, ‘My dear man, what is the matter?’ ‘ Nothing, 
nothing!’ I said; ‘ there has been a great deal the mat- 
ter with me until now, but it is all right now. I have 
found it! Glory be to God, I have found it!’ ‘ Found 
it! Found what?’ ‘Ihave found at my very doors 
the thing I have been searching for everywhere. 
Blessed be God! It all lies in one simple sentence— 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.’ Within a fortnight everyone of these friends 
of mine were rejoicing in the same salvation by which 
God’s mercy had been applied to my own soul.” 

Ah! my dear friends, how much of misery and an- 
guish might this poor man have been saved if he had 
only been content at once to BCeeD this great salvation 
on God’s own terms! 


In considering the answer which was given to the 
Philippian jailer’s enquiry, we notice first that it sets 


forth 
SALVATION AS CENTERED IN A PERSON. 


That Person then in ‘Himself is represented as in a 
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position to meet and deliver us from the specific forms 
of danger to which we are every one of us exposed. 
The awakened soul is called upon to treat Him as being 
what He is, such a Savior as our case requires. This 
faith in the Person involves also faith in the office and 
work of the Savior, for it is through these that He ob. 
tains the right to save; but it is most important 
to bear in mind that our faith is addressed prima. 
rily not to a fact or toa doctrine, not-even to such & 
fact as Cavalry, or such a doctrine as the atonement, 
but to a Person who is what He is and does what He 
does in virtue of that wondrous fact, and of all that is 
‘involved in that mysterious but all-important doc- 
trine. 

The Philippian jailer knew probably nothing about 
the fact or the doctrine, but he felt that he needed 
salvation, and for this the apostles pointed him to 
a Savior. When they afterwards spake to him the 
Word of God more fully, they would no doubt ex- 
plain to him how the Lord Jesus Christ comes to be 
such a Savior as our case requires; but the first thing 
he had to accept, and it is the first thing that we have 
to accept, was this—that between us and the terrible 
danger with which we are threatened there stands only 
the form of Jesus Christ, and that in Him alone lies our 
hope, nay, our certainty, of safety. 

But perhaps it may be asked more definitely, “ How 
does this Savior save us from the moral disease of sin 
by which we are being destroyed?” for this is a matter 
of the deepest practical importance. 

To answer the question, we have to reflect for a mo- 
ment on the nature and origin of the disease from which 
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we suffer. “To whomsoever ye yield yourselves serv- 
ants to obey,” says the apostle Paul, “his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey.” We have yielded ourselves to 
‘obey the motions of sin in our members because these 
promised us pleasure and gratification, and the issue 
has been the formation of evil habits which have be- 
come to usa second nature. This law of habit is so 
strong that the isolated efforts of the human will are no 
match against it, while by our false relation and rebell- 
ious attitudes toward God we are shut off from all re- 
sources of spiritual power which might flow forth from 
Him to meet our need. We are not in a position to 
claim and enjoy the help of God until we are ourselves 
reconciled to God. Hence habits of evil form within us 
“a law of sin anddeath,” and we fulfil this law even at the 
very moment that we despise ourselves for doing so. 
This then is one of the penal consequences of sin, that 
each sin committed becomes the parent of other sins, and 
so our moral forces go on getting weaker and weaker, 
while sin becomes stronger and stronger. 

Now how does Christ save us from this moral disease? 

A twofold answer is given us in Redemption. First, 
Paul, in the sixth chapter of Romans, teaches us that we 
died-with Christ, not only to the law, but to sin: and he 
points out that the “old man ” was crucified with Him 
in order that the “ body of sin”— that is to say, our cor- 
rupt moral nature—might be destroyed, so that hence- 
forth we should not serve sin. He invites us to regard 
ourselves as “dead indeed unto sin,” and “alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord,” and by this atti- 
tude of faith to prevent sin from reigning in our mortal 
body, that we should obey it or the lust thereof, It is 
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A UNIVERSAL LAW 
in the economy of God’s dealings with us, that 
ACCORDING TO OUR FAITH, SO IS IT DONE UNTO US. 


When, therefore we do so reckon ourselves as dead in 
Christ to sin, the promise is fulfilled in us. “Sin shall 
not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the 
law, but under grace.” 

If it be further demanded by what positive power this 
deliverance is wrought out, I answer that now that we 
consent to regard our “body of sin” as dead, as justly 
crushed by the righteous judgment of God against it, 
further moral penalty no longer needs to be exacted of 
us; and now all being right between ourselves and God, 
a new and divine power equal to the task of delivering 
us from our habits of sin—a power which is indeed a 
new life—can enter and take possession of our being. 
Thus the answer to the despairing cry of fallen human 
nature, ‘“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?” is given in the won- 
drous revelation, “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ’ 
Jesus HATH made me FREE FROM the law ofsin and death.” 
This newly communicated life brings along with it new 
desires, new affections, new pleasures, and new pains; 
so that the soul loves the things that before it hated, 
and hates what it formerly loved. 

I do not say that Jesus saves us thus from the attacks 
of temptation; but I do say that He saves us from the 
tyranny of habit, if indeed we take Him for our FULL sal- 
vation. The disease may from time to time attack us 
from without, and draw us afresh to the Good Physician 
for a prompt and effectual cure; but it is no longer 
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running its own deadly course within, and bringing 
about the fatal consummation that it previously threat- 
ened. 

Thus we pass from our state of danger into a state of 
thrice-blessed safety, and all because we have taken the 
Lord Jesus Christ to be our salvation. And this state 
of salvation is offered to us all at once, not as the reward 
of years of meritorious effort, but as the free gift of an 
infinite love. 

Dear reader, are you thus saved? I do not ask, Are 
you in heaven? for you are still on earth. I do not 
even ask, Are you firmly assured that you will go there? 
That is a matter for the Christian’s hope. But I ask, 
Are you now in the enjoyment of this present salvation? 
Are you saved from present condemnation, from the 
present power of the devil, from the present tyranny of 
sin? If not, my message to you is now, “Believe on . 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” 


IT. 


What is it to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? for it 
must be owned that although these words sound simple 
enough, people contrive to find a wonderful amount of 
ambiguity in them. 

There are few expressions in the Bible, I believe, 
that have been more frequently or more grievously mis- 
understood than this. On the one hand, some will com- 
placently tell you that they do believe, and always have 
believed, on the Lord Jesus Christ, while it is quite evi- 
dent, from their own admissions, that they know nothing 
of the consequent salvation which Paul spoke of here 
as necessarily flowing from faith. On the other hand, 
numbers of inore earnest and sincere seekers after God 
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are pestered and harassed with such difficulties as theses, 
* Have I the right kind of faith? Do I really believe 
from my heart? Is my faith strong enough?” and so 
forth; questions which cause an infinite amount of dis- 
tress, but which would never be asked at all if people 
only understood the true significance of what seems to 
be asufliciently simple direction—“ Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

You will see from what I have just said that in inter- 
preting, or rather in endeavoring to understand these 
words, we have to guard against 


A DOUBLE DANGER, 


(1.) The danger of making them mean too little, and 
(2.) The danger of making them mean too much. 
Those who fall into the first error would represent the 
words as though they meant nothing more than tbe 
mere mental acceptance of a certain number of facts or 
doctrines, so that every one who is not a skeptic would 
have to be accepted as a believer, inthe New Testament 
sense of the word. Those who fall into the latter error 
would represent faith as something so mysterious and 
unintellegible that none can be positively assured that 
they really possess it. 

These last will tell us that while no doubt they be- 
_ lieve in a certain way, yet there are different kinds of 
- faith, and they are not quite sure that theirs is of the 
Tight kind. Now, to this phraseology we must demur. 
True, we use the word “believe” in more than one 
sense. We speak of believing a fact or a statement, or 
even an opinion or theory, and all these are evidently 
merely intellectual processes; but we should never 
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think of interpreting the word in this restricted sense 
when we spoke of believing in a person supposed to oc- 
cupy some definite relation towards ourselves. If for 
instance I spoke of believing in a person as a politician 
or a general; or more particularly if I being an invalid, 
spoke of believing in my doctor; or if I, having money 
to deposit, spoke of believing in my banker, it is obvious 
that I should mean something more by the word 
“believe ” than mere credence of a fact or statement. 
Of such faith as is implied by these terms there are 
not different kinds, but there may be differences of 
degree in the amount that we exercise, depending upon 
the supposed trustworthiness of the object. 
There are some men we can trust much more fully 
than others. Of some we can say, “Oh, I would trust 
him with anything!” Of another we may be disposed 
to say, “Well I think I could trust that man; but I do 
not feel quite sure of him.” Of another, “Well, I 
would trust him as far as I could see him.” There are 
differences of degrees in our faith in each other. But 
what do we mean by different kinds of faith? Do you 
trust your doctor with a different kind of faith from that 
which you exercise towards your banker? Do you 
trust your banker with a different kind of faith from 
that with which you regard your lawyer? Do you trust 
your parent with a different kind of faith from that with 
which you trust your brother? Why,no. Faith is one, 
_ wherever you find it. In all the varied transactions of 

human life, whether in the smallest or greatest thing, 
faith means faith. Whether you trust me for one cent, 
or for a quarterly bill, or for $10,000, the trust is the 
same, although in the one case the thing may be very 
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grave, while in the other it isa mere trifle. What do 
we mean, then, when we talk about different kinds of 
faith? 

Some people, it seems to me, have an idea that the 
faith which the Word of God speaks so much about, 
and upon the possession of which so much depends, is 
some extraordinary inward quality that no man can de- 
fine and that no man can comprehend, and that those 
who possess it cannot explain; while those who do not 
possess it must remain in the dark about till the end of 
their days, unless they happen to be fortunate enough 
to become possessed of it. Now against all this non- 
sense I do most solemnly protest, not only in the name 
of my Master, but in the name of common reason. If 
the revelation made in the gospel is such a revelation ag 
this, it is not too much to say that it cannot fail to be- 
wilder the understanding, and to torment the heart. 
And if the enjoyment of the good-tidings of the gospel 
is made contingent upon such mysterious and unintel- 
ligible conditions, there might almost as well be ne 
good-tidings at all. 

On What ground do we conclude that the faith de- 
‘manded in the gospel is something other than that 
weral attitude of man to man which we usually under- 
stand by the term, and which is so common in all the 
varied relations of life? Yes, nothing in social life is 
more commen than faith; and if I could only withdraw 
faith from the fabric of social life, society itself would 
drop to pieces. Think for one moment 


WHAT WOULD HAPPEN 


if you could wake up to-morrow morning without any 
faith in your fellow-man! Draw a picture, if you will 
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en your imagination. You come downstairs in the 
morning with no faith in your wife’s intention to pre- — 
pare you your customary meal, or even in her promises to 
doso. You betake yourself to the nearest store to provide 
yourself with what you may want; but on the way it oc. 
curs to you to ask how you know that the provisions 
sold there will be fit for human food. You bethink you 
of an old friend who lives not so very far off, who will 
perhaps take pity on you, but as you approach his door 
you reflect that he is no more likely to prove a true 
friend than your own wife, and you don’t wish for a re- 
buff, so in sorry plight you turn away hungry. Mean- 
while time is passing, and you are due in town soon on 
your business. You must get there, but how? Go to 
the railway? Of course. Ah, but how do I know that 
the train is going to run? The time-table has given 
the train. Oh, yes; but how do I know that the com- 
pany will keep faith with the public? So don’t you see 
the whole of social life must come to astandstill. Hvery- 
thing must break down but for this element of faith 
which pervades all. 

We are continually trusting each other. Well, now, 
if we are thus continually exercising confidence in each 
other; if we cannot live without doing so; if life would 
simply become intolerable, and society be extinguished, 
but for the presence of faith in our fellow-men—surely 
we ought not to find it so difficult to understand what is 
meant by that word faith when it is applied to God. 

Having by this appeal to common sense, contended 
against that one false notion about faith, I must now be 
equally explicit with regard to what may appear an op- 
posite error, but which equally springs from a misap- 
prehension of the term thus employed. I have already 
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pointed out that it is possible to understand the phrase 
to mean less than it does, as well as more than it does, 
and this is perhaps 


A MORE COMMON DANGER 


than the other. When I talk about believing on the 
ord Jesus Christ, I meet with a large number of per- 
sons who are ready to reply— 

“Oh, well, I do believe, and I always believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Have you? Well then, my dear friend, if that is true 
you have always been saved, 

Here the answer probably is, “No; I dare not say 
that.” 

What, “TI have always believed,” and yet not saved? 
There is a flaw here somewhere. My Bible tells me to 
“believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” One of two things follow then; either the 
sacred testimony is at fault, or else there is something 
wrong somewhere in your belief. 

But while I thus object, I can fancy I hear a fresh 
approving exclamation from the opposite quarter,— 

“ Ah, that is just what we were maintaining. There 
are different kinds of faith. Even you must admit it, 
and those whom you are now dealing with have got 
hold of the wrong kind. How do we know that we may 
not have got the wrong kind too?” 

I reply that there is something wrong in the spiritual 
condition of the class of persons to whom I am referring, 
not because they have the wrong kind of faith, but 
because they have none at all, in the full and true— 
that is, tke moral—sense of the word. Nor again does 
the fault lie in the matter of degrea; for in that case 
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- salvation would also have to be a matter of degree. 
Then the men of little faith would be scarcely saved, 
while those of somewhat stronger faith might be some- 
what more saved, while those whose faith was fairly 
strong might feel very much saved. But who should 
draw the line where danger ended and where safety be- 
gan? 

No, the faith of those who say that they have always be- 
lieved in Christ while they have never obtained the ben- 
efit assured to faith, does not, as I have said, really de- 
serve the name of faith, because it lacks the moral ele- 
ment which forms so important a factor in the idea con. 
noted by the term. They derive no real spiritual bene- 
fit from their faith, not because that out of many differ. 
ent kinds of moral trust they happen to have the wrong 
one, or out of many degrees of trust they have the in- 
sufficient one, but because their faith, so-called, is de- 
fective and incomplete, not covering that whole region 
of conscious experience to which true faith belongs. It 
is incomplete faith because it does not affect our nature 
in its totality, but only one element in ourbeing. “If,” 
says St. Paul, “thou shalt believe in thine heart that 
God raised Christ from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 
There must surely then be a difference between be- 
lieving merely with the mind and believing with the 
heart. Let us try and find out what the difference is. 

1. In acomplete faith, first, there is an intellectual 
conviction or apprehension by which I take in, as it were, 
the object proposed to me, assuring myself of its char- 
acter and trustworthiness. Many fail here, because 
they do not even intellectually apprehend the true char- 
acter of the provision made in Christ to meet their 


case. 
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2. Next comes the decision of the will—the moral 
act by which I repose my simple confidence upon the 
obyect so apprehended. Now it is here that most peo- 
ple are found wanting. They get as far as intellectual 
apprehension; they believe with their mind that Christ 
has died for sinners, and His sacrificial death has been 
accepted on man’s behalf, but there the matter ends. 
They do not act upon their intellectual convictions; in 
other words, they do not allow the mental apprehension 
to exercise its proper effect upon the will. 

This partial and incomplete faith is met with not un- 
frequently in matters outside of religion; and these in- 
stanees occurring in the most homely details of daily life, 
may serve of the best illustrations of the error I am en- 
deavoring to indicate. 

The child that you set on a table and bid spring into 
your armsis as apt an illustration as you could wish. . 
There it stands hesitating, not because it has any real 
doubt in its mind of its parents ability to catch it, but 
rather because it allows its will to be influenced by its 
feelings instead of being affected by its reasonable con- 
viction. 

At a house I was staying at some time ago I had too 
hastily concluded that there would be, as there usually 
is, a step at the front door from the hall to the porch, but, 
it so happened that there was none; the two floors were | 
on the same level. It was a dark night when I set out 
with my host from his house for my first evening ap- 
pointment, and there was no lamp over the porch. I at 
once began feeling about for the step in the dark. 

“Come on, sir,” said my host, kindly coming back and 
offering me his arm; “there is no step.” 

The difficulty was over; but the next night I was 
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' gallying forth alone in the dark, and I found myself re- 
peating the same process, carefully feeling in the dark for 
the non-existent step. It was not that I had wholly for- 
gotten the information I had received the night before; 
rather it was that I allowed myself to be influenced more 
by an involuntary feeling than by a distinct mental.con- 
viction. Then I became conscious of a definite act of will — 
as I said, “ How silly I am to be feeling for a step when 
I know that there is none here”; so I stepped out 
boldly, and went my way. I had brought my will to 
rest on that which my mind had already apprehended, 
and so I was at once at ease. 

My dear reader, let us apply these homely illustra- 
tions to the momentous subject we have before us. You 
believe with your mind that Jesus is the sinner’s Savior, 
and therefore yours. Why not trust Him then as such? 

. Why allow any feeling of misgiving that may occur to 
you to prevent you from committing yourself with a 
distinct and decisive act of will into His arms, trusting 
Him to save you now? 

3. But next, when the mind has apprehended the 
object, and the will decides to trust itself to it, there 
will naturally follow a sense of inward repose, a rest of 
the soul, in the assurance that all is well, and this may 
be described as 


THE EMOTIONAL ELEMENT IN TRUE FAITH, 


the presence of which crowns and completes the whole, 
and brings the inward uneasiness and disquiet to an end. 

Again, let me illustrate myself. Suppose you are 
drowning. I swim out to save you. As I approach, 
you know and believe that I have the power and the will 
to save you, but that does not make you safe. You con- 
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tinue to struggle for life till you hear me say, “ Cease 
struggling, and leave yourself to me.” Then comes the 
act of will by which you are saved, as you trust yourself 
tome. But still, though you now are safe, you don’t 
feel safe; you are allina flutter. There is deep water 
beneath you, and only one strong arm between you and 
destruction. But as you turn the matter over in your 
mind, you reflect, “What have I to fear? he is able and 
willing to save me, and I am trusted into his hands.” 
At once the inward tumult begins to subside, and a 
wonderful reaction of relief and even of calm happiness 
sets in, although you have not yet reached the shore. 

Even so when I fully trust myself to Jesus, and reflect 
how faithful He is, my very emotional nature, as well as 
my mind and my will, finds its rest in Him, and there 
is a great calm. Thus I believe with my heart. 

Have I made myself plain? Do you now understand 
the difference between complete and incomplete faith? 
If so, it only remains that I should point out that faith 
to be genuine needs always to be 


DEFINITE AND SPECIFIC. 


When we speak of believing in a fellow-man, we usu- 
ally have in our mind some particular and definite 
respect in which we believe in him. If I speak of be- 
lieving in my doctor, it is obviously as a doctor that I 
believe in-him. He may be a politician, a literary man, 
a scientist; but it is not as such, but as a doctor, that I 
specifically trust myself into his hands. Even so when 
T am called upon to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ in 
order to be saved, it is obviously as “the Lord,” as 
“ Jesus” and as “Christ” that I am to trust in Him. | 

He is THE Lorp; that is to say, He is divine. My 
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confidence then is based in Deity, and I can say, “ Be- 
hold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be 
afraid.” And the trusting soul will exclaim with 
Thomas—no longer doubting Thomas—“ My Lord and 
my God!” He is Jesus, the Man, the Representative 
of humanity, and therefore its Savior; and we are to 
believe in Him as Jesus the God-man, whom God has 
exalted as a Prince and a Savior to give repentance and 
the remission of sins. He is THE CHRIST, anointed of 
the Father (as He Himself told us) to preach deliverance 
to the captive and recovery of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised. As the Christ, He is 
specially set apart to exercise certain definite functions; 
and as exercising these functions of mercy and grace, 
we are specifically to trust ourselves to Him. He is 
anointed to be the Mediator between God and man. 
Take Him for your Mediator. He is the anointed 
Judge; authority has been given Him to execute judg- 
ment also. Take His decision home to your heart, “ He 
that believeth on me is not condemned,” and trust with 
confidence in His sentence in your favor: “ Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” The 
virus of sin shall no longer poison the springs of all 
your actions. Satan shall no longer tyrannize over 
your being, and claim you as his lawful prey. God’s 
holy law shall no longer fill you with alarm. Even the 
thought. of death and judgment and eternity shall no 
longer appal you. 

“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 


saved.”’ 


FAITH IN CHRIST. 
BY ALEXANDER MACLAREN., 
“ Paith that is in me.”—Acts xxvi. 18. 


Here we have Christ Himself speaking from heaven - 
to Paul at the very beginning of the apostle’s course, and 
if anybody asks us where did Paul get the doctrines 
which he preached, the answer is—Here, on the road 
to Damascus, when blind, bleeding, stunned, with all his 
self-confidence driven out of him—with all that he had 
been crushed into shivers—he saw his Lord, and heard 
Him speak.. These words spoken then are the germ of 
all Paul’s epistles, the key-note to which all his writings 
are but the melody that follows, the mighty voive 
of which all his teaching is the prolonged echo. “De- 
livering thee,” says Christ to him, “from the people, 
and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 
to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God; that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 
among them that are sanctified by faith that is in me.” 

Now, I ask you, what of Paul’s gospel is not here? 
Man’s ruin, man’s depravity, the state of darkness, the 
power of Satan, the sole redemptive work of Christ, 
justification by belief in that, sanctification coming 
with justification; glory, and rest, and heaven at last— 
there they all are in the very first words that sounded 
upon the quickened ear of the blinded man when he 
turned from darkness to light. 

70 
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Notice what a complete summary of Christian truth 
there lies in that one last clause of the verse: “ Inheri- 
tance among them which are sanctified by faith in me.” 
Translate that into distinct propositions, and they are 
these: Faith refers to Christ; that is the first thing. 
Holiness depends on faith; thatis the next: “sanctified 
by faith.’ Heaven depends on holiness; that is the 
last: “inheritance among them which are sanctified by 
faith that isin me.” The whole Gospel. 

To the one part of this comprehensive summary 
which is contained in my text I desire to turn now, in 
hope of gathering from it some truths as to that 
familiar word “faith” which may be of use to us all. 
The expression is so often on our lips that it has come 
to be almost meaningless in many minds. These key- 
words of Scripture meet the same fate as do coins that 
have been long in circulation. They pass through so 
many fingers that the inscriptions get worn off them. 
We can all talk about faith and forgiveness and justify- 
ing and sanctifying, but how few of us have definite 
notions about what these words that come so easily 
from our lips, mean. There is a vast deal of haze in 
the minds of average church and chapel goers as. to 
what this wonder-working faith may really be. Per- 
haps we may then be able to see large and needful 
truths gleaming in these weighty syllables which Christ 
Jesus spoke from’ heaven to Paul, “faith that is in 
me.” 

I. In the first place, then, 


THE OBJECT OF FAITH IS CHRIST. 


“Faith that is in me,” which is directed towards 
Christ as its object. Christianity is not merely a system 
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of truths about God, or a code of morality deducible 
from these. In its character of a revelation, it is the 
revelation of God in the person of His Son. Christian- 
ity in the soul is not the belief of these truths about 
God, still less the acceptance and practice of these pure 
ethics, but the affiance and the confidence of the whole 
spirit fixed upon the redeeming, revealing Christ. 

True, the object of our faith is Christ as made known 
to us in the facts of His recorded lite and the teaching 
of His apostles; true, our only means of knowing 
Him or any other person whom we have never seen, is 
the descriptions of Him, His character and work, 
which are given. True, the empty name ‘ Christ’ has 
to be filled with the doctrinal and biographical state- 
ments of Scripture before the Person on whom faith is to 
fix can be apprehended or beheld. True, it is Christ as 
He is made known to us in the Word of God, the incar- 
nate Son, the perfect Man, the atoning sacrifice, the risen 
Lord, the ascended Intercessor, in whom wetrust. The 
characteristics and attributes of Christ are known to 
us only by doctrinal propositions and by biographical 
statements. These must be understood in some 
measure, and accepted, ere there can be faith in Him. 
Apart from them the image of Christ must stand a pale 
colorless phantom before the mind, and the faith which 
is directed towards such a nebula will be an unintelligent 
emotion, as nebulous and impotdnt as the shadow 
toward which it turns. 

But while on the one hand it is true that Christ as 
revealed in these doctrinal statements of Scripture, the 
divine-human Savior, is the object of faith, on the other 
hand it is to be remembered that it is He, and not state- 
ments about Him, who is the object. 
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Look at His own words. He does not merely say to 
us, “ Believe this, that, and the other thing about me; 
put your credence in this and the other doctrine; ac- 
cept this and the other promise; hope for this and the 
other future thing.” All these come with, but are not, 
the central act. He says, “Believe: believe in me; I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life: he that 

cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth 
in me shall never thirst.” 

Do we rightly appreciate that? I think that if people 
rightly grasped this truth, it would clear away rolling 
wreaths of fog and mist from their perceptions of the 
gospel—that Christ is z/, and that the object of faith is 
not simply the truths that are recorded here in the 
Word, but He with regard to whom these truths are 
recorded. The whole feeling and attitude of a man’s 
mind is different, according as he is trusting a person, 
or according as he is believing something about a per- 
son. And this, therefore, is the first broad truth that 
lies here. Faith has reference not merely to a doctrine, 
not toa system; but deeper than all these, to a living 
Lord—“ faith that is in ME.” 

II. And now secondly, closely connected with and 
springing from this thought as to the true object 
of faith arises the consideration as to 


THE NATURE AND THE ESSENCE OF THE ACT OF FAITH 
ITSELF. ; 


Whom we are to trust in we have seen; what it is to 
have faith may be very briefly stated. 

If the object of faith were certain truths, the assent 
of the understanding would be enough. If the object 
of faith were unseen things, the confident persuasion of 
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them would be sufficient. If the object of faith were 
promises of future good, the hope rising to certainty of 
the possession of these would be sufficient. But if the 
object be more than truths, more than unseen unreal- 
ities, more than promises; if the object be a living Per- 
son, then there follows inseparably this,—that faith is 
not merely the assent of the understanding, that faith is 
not .merely the persuasion of the reality of unseen 
_ things, that faith is not merely the confident expec- 
tation of future good, but that faith is the personal re- 
lation of him that believes to the living Person its ob- 
ject,—the relation which is expressed not more clearly, 
but perhaps a little more forcibly to us by substituting 
another word, and saying, Faith is 


TRUST. 


And I think that there again, by laying hold of that 
simple principle,—because Christ is the object of Faith, 
therefore Faith must be trust,—we get bright and beau- 
tiful light upon the grandest truths of the gospel of 
God. If we only take that as our explanation, we have 
not indeed defined faith by substituting the other word 
for it, but we have made it a little more clear to our 
apprehensions by using a non-theological word with 
which our daily acts teach us to connect an intelligible 
meaning. If we will only take that as our explanation, 
how simple; how grand, how familiar, too, it sounds,—to 
trust Him! 

It is the very same kind of feeling, though different 
in degree and glorified by the majesty and glory of its 
object, as that which we all know how to put forth in 
our relations with one another. We trust each other. 
That is faith. We have confidence in the love that 
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has been around us, breathing benedictions and bring- 
ing blessings ever since we were little children. When 
the child looks up in the mother’s face, the symbol to it 
of all protection; or into the father’s eye, the symbol 
to it of all authority, —that emotion by which the little 
one hangs upon the loving hand and trusts the loving 
heart that towers above it in order to bend over it and 
scatter good, is the same as the one which, glorified and 
made divine, rises strong and immortal in its power 
when fixed and fastened on the Christ, and saves the 
soul. 

The gospel rests upon a mystery, but the pana 
part of it is no mystery. When we preach to you, 
“Trust in Christ and thou shalt be saved,” we are not 
asking you to put into exercise some mysterious power. 
We are only asking you to give to Him that which- you 
give to others, to transfer the old emotions, the blessed 
emotions, the exercise of which makes gladness in life 
here below, to transfer them to Him, and to rest safe in 
the Lord. Faith is trust. The living Person as its 
object rises before us there, in His majesty, in His 
power, in His gentleness, and He says: ‘I shall be con- 
tented if you will give to me these emotions which you 
fix now, to thy death and loss, on the creatures of the 
day.” Faith is mighty, divine, the gift of God; but 
oh! it is the exercise of a familiar habit, only fixed 
upon a divine and eternal Person. 

And if this be the very heart and kernel of the 
Christian doctrine of faith—that is, its simple, personal 
trust in Jesus Christ—it is worthy of notice how all the 
subsidiary meanings and uses of the word flow out of 
that, whilst it cannot be explained by any of them, 
People are in the habit of setting up antitheses betwixt 
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faith and reason, betwixt faith and sight, betwixt faith 
and possession. They say, “ We do not know, we 
must believe”; they say, ‘“ We do not see, we must have 
faith”; they say, “We do not possess, we must trust.” 
Now faith—trust in Christ—the simple personal rela- 
tion of confidence in Him—that lies beneath all these 
other meanings of the word. For instance: faith is, in 
one sense, the opposite and antithesis of sight because 
Christ, unseen, having gone into the unseen world, the 
confidence which is directed towards Him, must needs 
pass out beyond the region of sense and fix upon th> 
immortal verities that are veiled by the excess of light 
at God’s right hand. Faith is the opposite of sight in- 
asmuch as Christ, having ‘given us an assurance of an 
unseen and everlasting world, we, trusting in Him, be- 
lieve-what He says to us, and are persuaded and know 
that there are things yonder which we have never seen 
with the eye or handled with the hand. Similarly faith 
is the completion of reason, because, trusting Christ, we 
believe what He says, and He has spoken to us truths 
which we in ourselves are unable to discover, but 
which, when revealed, we accept on the faith of His 
truthfulness, and because we rely upon Him. Simi- 
larly faith is contrasted with present possession because 
Christ has promised us future blessings and future 
glories; and having confidence in the Person, we believe 
what He says and know that we shall possess them. 
But the root from which springs the power of faith as 
she opposite of sight, the power of faith as the tele- 
scope of reason, the power of faith as the confidence of 
things not possessed, is the deeper thing—faith in the 
Person, which leads us to believe Him whether He 
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promises, reveals, or commands, and to take His word 
as verity because He is “ the truth.” 

And then, again; if this, the personal trust in Christ 
as our living Redeemer—if this be faith, then there 
come also closely connected with it certain other emo- 
tions or feelings in the heart. 

For instance, if I am trusting to Christ there is in- 
separably linked with it 


SELF-DISTRUST. 


There are two sides to the thought: where there is reli- 
ance upon another, there must needs be non-reliance 
upon self, 

Take an illustration. There is a tree. The trunk 
goes upward from the little seed, rises into the light, 
gets the sunshine upon it, and has leaves and fruit. 
That is the upward tendency of faith—trust in Christ. 
There is the root, down deep, buried, dark, unseen. Both 
are springing, but springing in opposite directions from 
the one seed. ‘ That is, as it were, the negative side, the 
downward tendency—self-distrust. The two things go _ 
together—the positive reliance upon another, the nega- 
tive distrust of self. There must be deep conscious- 
ness, not only of my own impotence, but of my own 
sinfulness. The heart must be empty that the seed of 
faith may grow; but the entrance of faith is itself the 
means of emptying the heart. Faith and repentance— 
faith and self-distrust—they are done in one and the 
same indissoluble act. 

And again, faith, as thus conceived of, will obviously 
have for its certain and immediate consequence, love. 
Nay, the two emotions will be inseparable, and practi- 
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cally co-existent. In thought we can separate them. 
Logically, faith comes first and love next, but in life 
they spring up together. In every act of trust love is 
present, and fundamental to every emotion of love to 
Christ is trust in Christ. 

But without further reference to such matters, here is 
the broad principle of our text. Trust in Christ, not 
mere assent to a principle, personal dependence upon 
Him revealed as the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world, an act of the will as well as of the 
understanding, and essentially an act of the will and not 
of the understanding—that is the thing by which the 
soul is saved. And much of the mist and confusion 
about saving faith and non-saving faith might be lifted 
and dispersed if we once fully apprehended and firmly 
held by the divine simplicity of the truth that faith is 
trust in Jesus Christ. 

IIf. Once more: from this general definition there 
follows, in the third place, an explanation of 


THE POWER. OF FAITH. 


“Woe are justified,” says the Bible, “by faith.” If a 
man believes, he is saved. Why so? Not as some 
people sometimes seem to fancy—not as if in faith 
itself there was any merit. There is a very strange and 
subtle resurrection of the whole doctrine of works in 
reference to this matter, and we often hear belief in the 
Gospel of Christ spoken about as if zt, the work of the 
man believing, was, in a certain way and to a certain ex- 
tent, that which God rewarded by giving him salvation. 
What is that but the whole doctrine of works come up 
again in a new form? What difference is there between 
what a man does with his hands and what a man feels in 
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his heart? If the one merits salvation, or if the other 
merits salvation, equally we are shut up to this,—men 
get heaven by what they do; and it does not matter a 
bit what they do it with, whether it be body or soul. 
When we are saved by faith, we mean, accurately, 
through faith. It is God that saves, It is Christ’s life, 
Christ’s blood, Christ’s sacrifice, Christ’s intercession, 
that saves. Faith is simply the channel through which 
there flows into my emptiness the divine fulness; or, to 
use the good old illustration, it is the hand which is 
held up to receive the benefit which Christ lays in it. A 
living trust in Jesus has power unto salvation only be- 
cause it is the means by which the power of God unto 
salvation may come into my heart. On that side is the 
great ocean, Christ’s love, Christ’s abundance, Christ’s 
merits, Christ’s righteousness—or, rather, that which in- 
cludes them all, there is the great ocean, Christ Himself; 


-and on this is the empty vessel of my soul. The little 


narrow pipe that has nothing to do but to bring across 
the refreshing water—that is the act of faith in Him. 
There igs no merit in the dead lead, no virtue in the 


‘mere emotion. It is not faith that saves us; it is Christ 


that saves us and saves us through faith. 
TV. And now, lastly, these principles likewise help 
us to understand wherein consist 


THE GUILT AND CRIMINALITY OF-UNBELIEF. 


People are sometimes disposed to fancy that God has 
arbitrarily selected this one thing, believing in Jesus 
Christ, as the means of salvation; and they do not dis- 


tinetly see why and how non-belief is so desperate and 


criminal a thing. 
1 think the principles that I have been trying to work 
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out now help us to see how faith is not arbitrarily se 
lected as the instrument and means of our salvation 
There is no other way of effecting it. God could not 
do it in any other way than that, the fulness being pro- 
vided, the condition of receiving it should be trust in 
His Son. 

And next they show where the guilt of unbelief lies. 
Faith is not first and principally an act of the under- 
standing; it is not the mere assent to certain truths. 
For my part, I believe that men are responsible even for 
‘their intellectual processes and for the beliefs which 
they arrive at by the working of these, and I think it is 
a very shallow philosophy that stands up and says—(it 
is almost exploded now, and perhaps not needful to 
to speak about it)—that men are not more “ responsible 
for their beliefs than they are for the color of their hair.” 
Why, if it were no more than an intellectual process, it 
is equally true that they are responsible for that; but 
faith that saves a man and unbelief that ruins a man are 
not processes of the understanding alone. It is the will, 
the’ heart, the whole moral being that is concerned. 
Why does a man not trust Jesus Christ? For one 
reason only—because he will not. Why has a man not 
faith in the Lamb of God? Because his whole nature 
is turning away from that divine and loving face, and is 
setting itself in rebellion against it. Why does a man 
refuse to believe? Because he has confidence in him- 
self, because he has not a sense of his own sins, because 
he has not love in his heart to his Lord and Savior. 
Men are responsible for unbelief. Unbelief is criminal 
because it is a moral act, an act of the whole nature. 
Belief or unbelief is the test of a man’s whole spiritual 
condition, just because it is the whole being,—affections, 
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will, conscience, and all, as well as the understanding,— 
which are concerned init. And therefore Christ, who 
says, “Sanctified by faith that is in me,” says likewise, 
“ He that believeth not shall be condemned.” 

And now, reader, take this one conviction into your 
heart, that what makes a man a Christian—what saves 
my soul and yours—what brings the love of Christ into 
my life, and makes the sacrifice of Christ a power 
to pardon and purify,—that is not merely believing 
the Bible, not merely understanding the doctrines 
that are there, but a far more profound thing than 
that. It is the casting of myself upon Himself, the 
bending of my willing heart to His loving Spirit; 
the close contact, heart to heart, soul to soul, will 
to will, of my emptiness with His fulness, of my 
sinfulness with His righteousness, of my death with 
His life; that I may live by Him, be sanctified by 
Him, be saved by Him “with an everlasting sal- 
vation.” Faith is trust: Christ is the object of faith. 
Faith is the condition of salvation, and unbelief is men’s 
fault, men’s loss—the crime which ruins men’s souls! 


SCRIPTURAL SALVATION. 
BY C. H. SPURGEON. 


“The Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him 
shall not be ashamed.” 

We have before us in these words a simple statement 
of the way of salvation. The way of salvation is to be- 
lieve on Christ 

What is believing on Him? 

It is trusting in Him. The language is not “ believe 
Him,”—such belief is a part of faith, but not the whole. 
We believe everything which the Lord Jesus has taught, 
but we must go a step further, and trust Him. It is not 
even enough to believe in Him, as being the Son of 
God and the anointed of the Lord; but we must believe 
on Him, just as in the building the builder takes his 
stone and lays it on the foundation. There it rests 
with all its weight, and there it abides. The faith that 
saves is not believing certain truths, nor even believing - 
that Jesus is a Savior; but it is resting on Him, de- 
pending on Him, lying with all your weight on Christ, 
as the foundation of your hope. Believe that He can 
save you. Believe that He will save you. Leave the 
whole matter of your salvation with Him in unquestion- ~ 
ing confidence. Depend upon Him without fear as to 
your present and eternal salvation. This is the faith 
which saves the soul. 

82 
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This faith is believing on a Person: “He that be- 
lieveth on”—it? No! On “Him.” 

Our faith is not based on a doctrine, or a ceremony, 
or an experience; but on “Him”! Our Lord Jesus 
Christ is God; He is also man: He is the appointed 
and anointed Savior. In His death He is the propitia- 
tion for sin, in His resurrection He is the justification 
of His people, and in His intercession He is the eter- 
nal guarantee of their preservation. Believe “on Him.” 
Our faith fixes herself upon the Person of the Lord 
Jesus as seen in His sufferings, His offices, and His” 
achievements. “ Whosoever believeth on Him shall 
not be ashamed.” 

The text refers to the truth of the trusting. The 
apostle does not say, “ Whosoever believeth on Him 
with full assurance, or with a high degree of confidence, 
shall not be ashamed.” No; it is not the measure of 
our faith, but the sincerity of our faith which is the 
great question. If we believe on Him at all, we shall 
not be ashamed. Our faith may be very trembling, and 
this will cause us sorrow; but a trembling faith will 
save. The greater your faith, the more comfortable for 
you; but if your faith is small as a grain of mustard- 
seed, it will save you. If your faith can only touch the 
hem of the Savior’s garment behind Him, it will heal 
your soul; for “ whosoever believeth on Him shall not be 
ashamed.” Is there not blessed comfort about this as- 
surance? 

Observe, again, that all depends upon the presence of 
this trusting, and not upon the age of it. “ He that be- 
lieveth on him”: this relates to-the immediate present. 
Perhaps the truster has only believed on Jesus during 
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the last five minutes. Very well, he does believe on 
Him, and he shall not be ashamed. 

Some of us are glad to remember that we were built 
on the sure foundation more than forty years ago. But 
the length of years during which we have believed does 
not enter into the essence of the matter: believers are 
saved whether their faith has lasted through half a 
century or half an ‘hour. “ Whosoever believeth on 


Him” takes in the convert of to-day as well asthe hero - 


of a thousand fights. My newly-believing friend, I am 
sorry you have put off faith so long, but still I am glad 
that you have believed at all, for your faith shall not be 
put to shame. 

Note further the soleness of the object of faith. ‘“ Who- 
soever believeth on Him.” Nothing else is mentioned in 
connection with the Lord Jesus, who is the sole foun- 
dation. It is not written, “ He that believeth on Jesus 
nine parts out of ten, and on himself for the other 
tenth.” No! ‘ Whosoever believeth on Him”—on 
Him alone. 

Jesus will never be a part Savior. We must not rest 
in part upon what we hope to do im the future, nor in 
part upon the efficacy of an outward ceremony. Nol! 
The faith must be “on Him.” Both feet must be on 
the Rock of Ages. The whole stone must rest on the - 
foundation. Take Christ to be the sole Savior of your 
soul, : 

I saw written at the foot of a cross in France, “Spxrs 
uNnIoA ”’—Jesus is 


THE LONE HOPE OF MEN. 


There is but one star in your sky, sinner, and that star 
is the Star of Bethlehem! There is but one light for 
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the tempest-tost mariner on the stormy sea of conviction 
of sin, and that light is the Pharos of the Cross. Look 
there! Look there! Only there; “For the Scripture 
saith, Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be 
ashamed.” 

Now if any soul who reads this perishes it will not be 
my fault. However feebly I may preach I am satisfied 
that I have set before you enough for your salvation, 
if you be willing and obedient. What more can I do? 
I can bring the horse to water, but I cannot make him 
drink: I can set the Water of Life before you, but I 
can do no more if you turn away from it. If you believe 
in the Lord Jesus, you shall be saved: but if you put 
Him far from you, you will die in your sins and your 
blood will be upon your own head. 

Wherever this faith exists it is 


THE PROOF OF REGENERATION. 


There never was a grain of such faith as this in this 
world, except in a regenerate soul, and there never will 
be while the world standeth. ‘ Whosoever believeth 
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.” 

“ Ah!” I hear thee say, poor soul, “the new birth is 
a great mystery. Ido not understand it. I am afraid 
I am not a partaker in it.” 

You are born again if you believe that Jesus is the 
Christ; if you are relying upon a crucified Savior you 
are assuredly begotten again unto a lively hope. Mys- 
tery or no mystery, the new birth is yours if you are a 
believer. 

Have you never noticed that the greatest mysteries 
in the world reveal themselves by the simplest indica- 
tions?’ The simplicity and apparent easiness of faith is 
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no reason why I should not regard its existence as an 
infallible indication of the new birth within. 

How know we that the new-born child lives except 
by itscry? Yet a child’s cry—what a simple sound it 
is! how readily could it be imitated! a clever workman 
could with pipes and strings easily deceive us; yet was 
there never a child’s cry in the world but what it in- 
dicated the mysteries of breathing, heart-beating, blood- 
flowing, and all the other wonders which come with life 
itself. 

Do you see yonder person just drawn out of the river? 
Does she live? Yes, life is there. Why? Because the 
lungs still heave. But does it not seem an easy thing 
to make lungs heave? A pair of bellows blown into 
them, might not that produce the motion? Ah, yes, 
the thing is easily imitated after a sort; but no lungs 
heave except where life is, no blood is pumped to and 
fro from the heart except where life is. 

Take another illustration. Go intoa telegraph office 
at any time, and you will see certain needles moving 
right and left with unceasing click. Electricity is a 
great mystery, and you cannot see or feel it: but the 
operator tells you that the electric current is moving 
along the wire. How does he know? “I know it by 
the needle.” How is that? I could move your needles 
easily. “Yes; but do not you see the needle has made 
two motions to the right, one to the left, and two to the 
right again? I am reading a message.” “But,” say 
you, “I can see nothing in it; I could imitate that 
clicking and moving very easily.” Yet he who is taught 
the art sees before him in those needles, not only electric 
action, but a deeper mystery still; he perceives that e 
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mind is directing the invisible force, and speaking by 
means of it. 

Not to all, but to the initiated is it given to see the 
mystery hidden within the simplicity. The believer 
sees in the faith, which is simple as the movements of 
the needle, an indication that God is operating on the 
human mind, and the spiritual man discerns that there 
is an inner secret intimated thereby, which the carnal 
eye cannot decipher. To believe in Jesus isa better 
indicator of regeneration than anything else, and in no 
case did it ever mislead. Faith in the living God and 
His Son Jesus Christ is always the result of the-new 
birth, and can never exist except in the regenerate, 
Whoever has faith is a saved man. 

In my text we see 


A WIDE DOOR OF HOPE FOR THE SEEKER, 


Read-that word, “ Whosoever,” whosoever, whoso- 
ever! I must keep on ringing that silver bell. “ Who- 
soever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” ‘“ Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be 
ashamed.” 

No secret decree has ever been made to shut out any 
soul that believeth on Him. God has not spoken in se- 
cret in a dark place of the earth, and said, “Such a 
man may believe in Christ; and yet he shall be lost.” 
Do not be afraid of this; for it is impossible. 

-No measure of sin in your past life can deprive you 
of this promise. ‘“ Whosoever believeth on Him,” 
though he had been a murderer, or a thief, or a drunk- 
ard, or an adulterer, or a liar, or a blasphemer, shall find 
his faith removing his sins through the blood of Jesus, 
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and renewing his heart by the Holy Spirit. “Whoso- 
ever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed.” 

Says one, “I shall always be ashamed that I have so 
greatly transgressed.” 

~ Yes, I know; but still you shall be so perfectly par- 
doned that your sin shall be blotted out, and you shall 
not remember the shame of your youth. 

“ But I donot feel as I ought,” says one. 

You shall feel alright if you will believe on Him. 
You shall not be shut out of the promise through any 
want of sensitiveness. It is not said, ‘‘ Whosoever be- 
lieveth on Him and is sensitive to a high degree shall 
be saved.” No: “ Whosoever believeth on Him.” You 
ought to be sensitive, you ought to be tender, you ought 
to be grieved for sin, and you shall be if you believe 
ou Him. If you believe on Jesus, He will give 
you true repentance and deep self-abhorrence; but you 
must come to Jesus for these things, and not try to find 
them in your own depraved hearts. Nothing limits 
this “‘ whosoever.” “ Whosoever believeth on Him shall 
not be ashamed.” 

“ Alas,” cries one, “I have a strong besetting sin, I 
have a hot temper, or fierce lusts, or a desperate thirst 
for drink.” 

Yes, I know: but if you believe on Him you shall not 
be ashamed, for these shall be conquered and destroyed. 
You shall be helped to fight against them until -you get 
a complete victory, and so you shall never be ashamed. 

“ Ah” says one, “ but I once made a profession, and I ~ 
have gone back.” 

Yes; but “whosoever” does not shut out the wander- 
er. Backsliding is a great and bitter evil, but he that 
believeth is justified from every sin. “Though your 
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sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Come, 
then, with your heaped-up sins and be unburdened. 
Come, though seven devils dwell within you! Come to 
have them driven out, and have yourself made white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Come, for you shall not be ashamed. — 

Let no man stand back and say, ‘I dare not come.” 
Remember the word of the Savior, “ Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out.” “Inno wise,” that 
is, for no possible reason. 

“ Oh, but my birth was shameful.” 

This is no barrier, for children of shame may be made 
heirs of glory. 

The Lord rejects none, however uneducated, coarse, 
or dull they may be. Neither does race offer hindrance. ° 
Be you an Englishman or a Chinaman, there is no differ- 
ence. White, black, brown, red, or blue, still does the 
promise stand, “ Whosoever believeth on Him shall not 
be ashamed.” There is no distinction as to rank, name, 
class, or reputation. 

“Oh, but look at my profession.” 

I am sorry if itis an ill profession: get out of it, and 
do something honest; but whatever you may be by 
trade, come to Jesus and believe on Him, for “ Whoso- 
ever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed.” 

Alas, I am too old!” says another. 

Never mind how old you are; “Whosoever believeth 
on Him shall not be ashamed.” If you have one foot 
in the grave, faith may put both feet on the Rock of 

\Ages. You are yet on praying ground and pleading 
terms with God, therefore come to Jesus; for He hath 
said, “Him that ‘cometh unto me I will in no wise 
east out.” Come with your little faith, and your trem. 
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bling hope, and believe on the Lord Jesus, and you shall 
not be ashamed. 

In that day when the earth and heaven shall, melt, 
and nothing shall be seen but Christ upon the throne, 
judging all the earth, 


THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BELIEVED IN 
HIM SHALL BE ASHAMED. 


They will have no excuse to offer: they have none even 
now. They will then be ashamed that they did . not 
take the counsel of their godly friends, and heed the ~ 
pleadings of their minister. They will be ashamed to 
think how they put off thoughts of Christ, and lingered 
until they found themselves in hell. The face of the 
Lord Jesus will be terrible to unbelievers to the last de- 
gree, 

One young person, in great trouble of soul, said to 
me once, “ When I am lost, I shall always see your 
face; it will accuse and condemn me.” 

It will be terrible to those who refuse the gospel even 
to remember the preacher of it, but infinitely more so to 
see the face of Him who bled and died, and loved unto 
the uttermost. Oh, to think, “I would not have 
Him! I would not besaved by Him! I preferred to 
srust to myself, or not to think at all, and now here 1 
um!” Assuredly the flames of hell will be more tol- 
srable than the sight of His face. The bitterest wail of 
Tophet is this—“ Hide us from the face of Him that 
sitteth upon the throne!” 

Ye sinners, seek His face, whose wrath ye cannot 
bear. God help you to seek it now. Hoe saith, “ Seek 
ye my face.” May God the Holy Spirit lead you to 
obey the call! Amen. — 


THE POWER OF FEEBLE FAITH. 
BY ALEXANDER MACLAREN. 


“And a certain woman, . . . when she had heard 
of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched His 
garments, For she said, If I may touch but His clothes, 
I shall be whole”.—Mark v. 25, 27, 28. 

The main point of this story seems to be the illustra- 
tion which it gives of the genuineness and power of an 
imperfect faith, and Christ’s merciful way of responding 
to and strengthening such a faith. Looked at from 
that point of view, the narrative is very striking and 
instructive. : 

The woman is a poor shrinking creature, broken down 
by long illness, made more timid still by many disap- 
pointed hopes of cure, depressed by proverty to which 
her many doctors had brought her. She does not ven- 
ture to stop this new Rabbi-physician as He goes with 
the rich church dignitary to heal his daughter, but lets 
Him pass before she can make up her mind to go near 
Him at all, and then comes creeping up in the crowd 
behind, puts out her wasted trembling hand to His gar- 
ment’s hem—and she is whole! She would fain have 
stolen away with her new-found blessing, but Christ 
forces her to stand out before the throng, and there, with 
all their eyes upon her—cold cruel eyes some of them— 
to conquer her diffidence and shame, and tell all the 


truth. 
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Strange kindness that! strangely contrasted with His 
ordinary care to avoid notoriety, and with His ordinary 
tender regard for shrinking weakness! 

What may have been the reason? Certainly it was not 
for His own sake at all, nor for others’ chiefly, but for 
hers, that He did this. The reason lay in the incom- 
pleteness of her faith. It was very.incomplete, but 
although it was, Christ answered it. And then He 
sought to make the cure, and the discipline that followed 
‘it, the means of clearing and confirming her trust in © 
Himself. 

I. Following the order of the narrative thus under- 
stood, we have here first, the great lesson that 


VERY IMPERFECT FAITH MAY BE GENUINE FAITH. 


There was unquestionable confidence in Christ’s heal- 
ing power, and there was earnest desire for healing. 
-Our Lord Himself recognizes her faith as adequate to 
be the condition of her receiving the cure which she 
desired. 

Of course, it is a very different thing from the faith 
which unites us to Christ and is the condition of our 
receiving our soul’s cure; and we shall never understand 
the relation of multitudes of the people in the gospels 
to Jesus if we insist upon supposing that the “ faith. to 

be healed,” which many of them had, was a religious or 
(as we call it) “saving faith.” But still, the trust which 
was directed to Him as a giver of miraculous temporal 
blessings, is akin to that highest trust into which it 
often passed, and the principles regulating the opera- 
tion of the loftier are abundantly apts in the work- 
ings of the lower. 

The imperfections, then, of this woman’s faith were 
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many. It was intensely ignorant trust. She dimly 
believes that, somehow or other, this miracle- working 
Rabbi will heal her, but the cure is to be a piece of 
magic, secured by material contact of her finger with 
His robe. She has no idea that Christ’s will or knowl- 
edge, much less His pitying love, has anything to do 
with it. She thinks that she may get her desire fur- 
tively, and may carry it away out of the crowd, and He. 
the source of it, be none the wiser and none the poorer 
for the blessing which she has stolen from Him. 

What utter blank ignorance of Christ’s character and 
way of working! What complete misconception of the 
relation between Himself and His gift! What low, 
gross, superstitious ideas! Yes, and with them all what 
a hunger of intense desire to be whole; what absolute 
assurance of confidence that one finger-tip on His robe 
was enough! Therefore she had her desire, and her 
Lord recognized her faith as true, foolish and unworthy 
as were the thoughts which accompanied it! 

Thank God! the same thing is true still, or what would 
become of any of us? There may be a real faith in 
Christ, though there be mixed with it many and grave 
errors concerning His work, and the manner of receiv- 
ing the blessings which He bestows. A man may have 
a very hazy apprehension of the bearing and whole scope 
of even Scripture declarations concerning the profound- 
er aspects of Christ’s person and work, and yet be hold- 
ing fast to Him by living confidence. I do not wish to 
underrate for one moment the absolute necessity of clear 
true conceptions of revealed truth, in order to a vigor- 
ous and fully developed faith; but, while there can be 
no faith worth calling so which is not based upon the 
jntellectual reception of truth, there may be faith based 
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upon the very imperfect intellectual reception of very 
partial truth. The power and vitality of faith is not 
measured by the comprehensiveness and clearness of 
belief. The richest soil may bear shrunken and barren 
ears; and on the arid sand, with the thinnest layer of 
earth, gorgeous cacti may bloom out, and fleshy aloes 
lift their sworded arms, with stores of moisture to help 
them through the heat. Itis not for us to say what 
amount of ignorance is destructive of the possibility of 
real confidence in Jesus Christ. But for ourselves, feel- 
ing how short a distance our eyesight travels, and how 
little, after all our systems, the great bulk of men in 
Christian lands know lucidly and certainly of theologic- 
al truth, and how wide are the differences of opinion 
amongst us, and how soon we come to towering barriers 
beyond which our poor faculties can neither pass nor 
look, it ought to be a joy to us all that 


A FAITH WHICH IS CLOUDED WITH IGNORANCE 


may yet be a faith which Christ accepts. He that knows 
and trusts Him as Brother, Friend, Savior, in whom he 
receives the pardon and cleansing which he needs and 
desires, may have very much misconception and- error 
cleaving to him, but Christ accepts him. 

If at the beginning His disciples know but this 
much, that they are sick unto death and have tried with- 
out success all other remedies, and this more, that 
Christ will heal them; and if their faith builds upon that 
knowledge, then they will receive according to their 
faith. By degrees they will be taught more; they will 
be brought to the higher benches in His school; but, 
for a beginning, the most cloudy apprehension that 
Christ is the Savior of the world, and my Savior, may 
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become the foundation of a trust which will bind the 
heart to Him and knit Him to the heart in eternal 
union. This poor woman received her healing, al- 
though she said, “If I may touch but the hem of His 
garment I shall be whole.” 

Again, her trust was very selfish. She wanted health, 
but did not care about the Healer. She thought much 
of the blessing in itself, little or nothing of the blessing 
as a sign of His love. She would have been quite con- 
tented to have nothing more to do with Christ if she. 
could have only gone away cured. She felt but little 
glow of gratitude to Him whom she thought of as un- 
conscious of the good which she had stolen from Him 

All this is a parallel to what occurs in the early his. 
tory of many a Christian life. The first inducement t 
a serious contemplation of Christ is, ordinarily, the con- 
sciousness of one’s own sore need. Most men are driv- 
en to Him as a refuge from self, from their own sin, 
and from the wages of sin. The soul, absorbed in its 
own misery and groaning in a horror of great darkness, 
sees from afar a great light, and stumbles towards it. 
Its first desire is deliverance, forgiveness, escape; and 
the first motions of faith are impelled by consideration 
of personal consequences. Love comes after, born of 
the recognition of Christ’s great love to which we owe 
our salvation; but faith precedes love in the natural or- 
der of things, however closely love may follow faith; and 
the predominant motive in the earlier stages of many 
men’s faith is distinctly self-regard. 

Now, that is all right, and asit was meant to be. It 
is an overstrained and caricatured doctrine of self-abne- 
gation which condemns such a faith as wrong. The 
most purely self-absorbed wish to escape from the rude- 
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ly-pictured hell may be, and often is, the beginning of 
a true trust in Christ. Some of our superfine modern 
teachers who are shocked at Christianity because it lays 
the foundation of the loftiest, most self-denying morali- 
ty in “selfishness” of that kind would be all‘the wiser 
for going to school to this story, and laying to heart the 
lessons it contains: how a desire no nobler than to get 
rid of a painful disease was the starting-point of a mor- 
al transformation which turned a life into a peaceful, 
_ thankful surrender of the cured self to the service and 
love of the mighty Healer. 

But while this faith, for the sake of the blessing ob- 
lained, is genuine, it is undoubtedly imperfect. Quite 
legitimate and natural at first, it must grow into some- 
thing nobler when it has once been answered. To 
think of the disease mainly is inevitable before the cure, 
but after the cure we should 


THINK MOST OF THE PHYSICIAN, 


Self-love may impel to His feet; but Christ-love should 
be the moving spring of life thereafter. Ere we have 
received anything from Him, our whole soul may be a 
longing to have our gnawing emptiness filled; but when 
we have received His own great gift, our whole soul 
should be a thank-offering. The great. reformation 
which Christ produces is that He shifts the center for 
us from ourselves to Himself; and whilst He uses our 
sense of need and our fear of personal evil as the means 
towards this, He desires that the faith which has been 
answered by deliverance should henceforth be a “ faith 
which worketh by love.” As long as we live, either 
here or yonder, we shall never get beyond. the need for 
the exercise of the primary form of faith, for we shall 
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aver be pressed by sore needs, and dependent for all 
help and blessedness on Him; but as we grow in experi- 
ence of His tender might, we should learn more and 
more that His gifts cannot be separated from Him- 
self. Weshould prize them most for His sake, and 
love Him more than we do them. We should be drawn 


_ to Him as well as driven to Him. , Faith may begin 


with desiring the blessing rather than the Christ. It 
must end with desiring Him more than all besides, and 
with losing self utterly in His great love. Its starting- 
point may rightly be, “Save, Lord, or I perish.” Its 
goal must be, “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” 

Again, here is an instance of real faith weakened and 


_ mterrupted by much distrust. 


There is not a full, calm reliance on Christ’s power 
and love. She dare not appeal to His heart, she shrinks 
from meeting His eye. She will not let Him pass, and 
then puts forth a tremulous hand. Cross-currents of 
emotion agitate her soul. She doubts, yet she believes; 
she is afraid, yet emboldened by her very despair; too 
diffident to cast herself on His pity, she is too confident 
not to resort to His healing virtue. 

And so it is ever with our faith. . Its ideal perfection 
would be that it should be unbroken, undashed by any 
speck of doubt. But the reality is far different. It is 
no full-orbed completeness, but at the best, a growing 
segment of reflected light, with many a rough place in 
its jagged outline, prophetic of increase; with many a 


_ deep pit of blackness on its silver surface; with many a 


storm-cloud sweeping across its face: conscious of 
eclipse and subject to change. And yet itis the light 
which He has set to rule the night of life, and we may 
rejoice in its crescent beam. 
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wre are often tempted to question the reality of faith 
in ourselves and others by reason’ of the unbelief and 
disbelief which coexists with it. But why should we 
doso? May there not be an inner heart and center of 
true trust, with a nebulous environment of doubt, 
through which the nucleus shall gradually send its 
attracting and consolidating power, and turn it, too, in- 
to firm substance? May there not be a germ infinitesi- 
mal, yet with a real life throbbing in its microscopic 
minuteness, and destined to be a great tree, with all the 
fowls of the air lodging in its branches? May there not 
be hid ina hearf, a principle of action which is obvious- 
ly marked out for supremacy, though it has not yet 
come to sovereign power and manifestation in either the 
inward or the outward being? Where do we learn that 
faith must be complete to be genuine? Our own weak 
hearts say it to us often enough; and our lingering un- 
belief is only too ready to hiss into our ears the ser- 
pent’s whisper:— 

“You are deceiving yourself. Look at your doubts, 
your coldness, your forgetfulness. You have no faith 
at all.” : 

Toallsuch morbid thoughts, which only sap thestrength 
of thespirit, which come from beneath, not from above, we 
have a right to oppose the first great lesson of the story 
—the reality of an imperfect faith; and turning from 
the profitless contemplation of the feebleness of our 
grasp of Christ’s robe to look on Him, the fountain of 
all spiritual energy, let us cleave the more confidently 
to Him for every discovery of our own weakness, and 
cry to Him for help against ourselves, that He would 
not quench the smoking flax; for the old prayer is never 
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offered in vain, when offered, as at first, with tears: “ Lord, 
‘I believe; help thou mine-unbelief.”. 

II. The second stage of this story sets forth a truth 
involved in what I have already said, but still needing 
to be dealt with for a moment by itself—namely, that 

CHRIST ANSWERS IMPERFECT FAITH. 


There was no real connection between the touch of 
His robe and the cure, but the poor ignorant sufferer 
thought that there was; and therefore Christ stoops to 
her childish thought, and allows her to prescribe the 
path by which His gift shall reach her. That thin, 
wasted hand stretched itself up beyond the height to 
which it could ordinarily reach, and though its highest 
point fell far short of Him, He lets His blessing down 
to her level. He does not say, “ Understand me, put 
away thy false notion of healing power residing in my 
garment’s hem, or I heal thee not.” But He says, 
* Dost thou think that it is through thy finger on my 
robe? Then through thy finger on my robe it shall be. 
- According to thy faith be it unto thee!” 

And so it is ever. Christ’s mercy, like water in a 
vase, takes the shape of the vessel that holds it. On the 
one hand His gtace is infinite, “is given to every one of 
us according to the measure of the gift of Christ,”— 
with no limitation but His‘own unlimited fulness. On 
the other hand, the amount which we practically receive 
from that inexhaustible store is at each successive mo 
” ment determined by the measure and the purity and the 
intensity of our faith. On His part there is no limit 
but infinity; on our sides the limit is our capacity, and 
our capacity is settled by our desires. His word to us 


ever is,— 
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“Open thy mouth wide, and I will fillit . . . Be 
it unto thee even as thou wilt.” 

A double lesson, therefore, lies in this thought for us 
all. First, let us labor that our faith may be enlight- 
ened, importunate, and firm; for every fiaw in it will 
injuriously affect our possession of the grace of God. 
Errors in opinion will hinder the blessings that flow 
from the truths which we misconceive or reject. Lan- 
guor of desire will diminish the. sum and enfeeble the 
energy of the powers that work in us. Wavering con- 
fidence, crossed and broken, like to the solar spectrum, 

“by many a dark line of doubt, will make our conscious 
possession of Christ’s gift fitful. We havea deep well 
to draw from. Let us take care that the vessel with 
which we draw is in size proportionate to its depth and 
our need, that the chain to which it hangs is strong, 
and that no leaks in it let the full supply run out, or 
any stains on its inner surface taint and taste the bright 
treasure, * 

And the other lesson is this: there can be no faith so 
feeble that Christ does not respond to it. The most 
ignorant, self-regarding, timid trust may unite the soul 
to Jesus Christ. To desire is to have; and whoever 
will may “ take of the water of life freely.” If you only 
come to Him, though He hath passed, He willstop. If. 
you come trusting and yet doubting, He will forgive 
the doubt and answer the trust. If you come to Him, 
knowing but that your heart is full of evil which none. 
save He can cure, and putting out a lame hand—or 
even a tremulous finger-tip—to touch His garment, be 
sure that anything is possible rather than that He 
should turn away your prayer or His meccy from you 
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III. The last part of this miracle teaches us that 


CHRIST CORRECTS AND CONFIRMS AN IMPERFECT FAITH 
BY THE VERY ACT OF ANSWERING IT, 


Observe how the process of cure and the disci- 
pline which followed are, in Christ’s loving wisdom, 
made to fit closely to all the faults and flaws in the sup- 
pliant’s faith. 

1. She had thought of the healing energy as inde- 
pendent of the Healer’s knowledge and will. Therefore 
His very first word shows her that He is aware of her 
mute appeal, and conscious of the going forth from Him 
of the power that cures—‘“ Who touched me?” As was 
said long ago, “the multitudes thronged Him, but the 
woman touched,” Amidst all the jostling of the un- 
mannerly crowd that trod with rude feet on His skirts, 
and elbowed their way to see this new Rabbi, there was 
one touch unlike all the rest; and though only the 
finger-tip of an old woman, wasted to skin and bone 
with twelve year’s weakening disease, He knew it; and 
His will and love sent forth the “virtue” which healed. 

May we not fairly apply this lesson to ourselves? 
Christ, (as most of us believe), is Lord of all creatures, 
administering the affairs of the universe. The steps of 
His throne and the precincts of His court are thronged 
with dependents whose eyes wait upon Him, who are 
fed from His stores. Yet my poor voice may steal 
through that chorus-shout of petition and praise, and 
His ear will detect its lowest note, and will separate the 
thin stream of my prayer from the great sea of supplica- 
tion which rolls to His seat, and will answer me. My 
band uplifted among the millions of empty and implor. 
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ing palms that are raised towards the heavens, will re- 
ceive into its clasping fingers the special blessing for 
my special wants. 

2. Again, she had been selfish in her faith, had not 
cared for any close personal relation with Him, and so 
she was taught that He was in all His gifts, and that 
He was more than all His gifts. He compels her to 
come to His feet that she may learn His heart, and may 
carry away a blessing not stolen, but bestowed. 


“With open love, not secret cure, 
_ The Lord of hearts would bless.” 


And thus is laid the foundation for a personal band be- 
tween her and Christ, which shall be for the joy of her 
life, and shall make of that life a joyful sacrifice to Him 
the Healer. 

Thus it-is with us all. We may go to Him, at first, 
with no thought but for ourselves. But we have not to 
carry away His gift hidden in our hands; we learn that 
it is a love-token from Him. And so we find in His 
answer to faith the true and only cure for all self-regard, 
and moved by the mercies of Christ, are led to do what 
else were impossible—to yield ourselves as living sacri- 
fices to Him. 

3, Again, she had shrunk from publicity. Her wo- 
manly diffidence, her enfeebled health, the shame of her 
disease, all made her wish to hide herself and her want 
from His eye, and to hide herself and her treasure from 
men. She would fain steal away unnoticed, as she 
hoped she had come, But she is dragged out before all 
the thronging multitude, and has to tell the whole. The 
answer to her faith makes her bold. In a moment she 
is changed from timidity to courage. She stretches out 
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her hand, a tremulous invalid ready to creep into any 
corner to escape notice—the instant after she knelt at 
His feet in the spirit of a confessor. 

This is Christ’s most merciful fashion of curing our 
cowardice, not by rebukes, but by giving us, faint-hearted 
though we be, the gift which out of our weakness makes 
us strong. He would have us testify to Him before 
men, and that for our own sakes, since 


FAITH UNACKNOWLEDGED, 


like a plant in the dark, is apt to become pale and sickly, — 
and bears no bright blossoms nor sweet fruit. But ere 
He bids us own His name, in answer to secret appeal 
He pours into our hearts the health of His own life and 
and the blissful consciousness of that great gift which 
makes the tongue of the dumb sing. Faith at first may 
be very timid, but faith will grow bold to witness of 
Him and not be ashamed, in the exact proportion in 
- which it is genuine, and receives from Christ of His 
fulness. 

4, And then, with a final onl to set forth still 
more clearly that she had received the blessing from 
His love, not from His magical power, and through her 
confidence, not through her touch: ‘“ Daughter, thy 
faith ”—not thy finger—‘ hath made thee whole; go in 
peace and be whole.” Jesus confirms by His own au- 
thoritative voice the furtive blessing, and sends her 
away, perhaps, to see Him no more, but to live in tran- 
quil security, and in her humble home to guard the gift 
which He had bestowed on her imperfect faith; and to 
perfect—we may hope—the faith which He had en- 
lightened and strengthened by the over-abundance of 


His gift. 
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Dear friend, this poor woman represents us all. Like 
her, we are sick of a sore sickness, we have spent our 
substance in trying physicians of no value, and are 
“nothing the better, but rather the worse.” Oh, is it 
not strange that you should need to be urged to go to 
the Healer to whom she went? Do not be afraid, my 
brother, of telling Him all your pain and pining—He 
knows it already. Do not be afraid that your hand may 
not reach Him for the crowd, or that your voice may 
fail to fall on His ear. Do not be afraid of your iguo- 
rance, do not be afraid of your wavering confidence and 
many doubts. All these cannot separate you from Him 
who Himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses. 
Fear but one thing—that He pass on to carry life and 
health to other souls, ere you resolve to press to His 
feet! Fear but one thing—that whilst you delay, the 
hem of the garment may be swept beyond the reach of 
your slow hand! Imperfect faith may bring salvation 
to a soul: hesitation may ruin and wreck a life. 


A SOLEMN IMPEACHMENT OF UN- 
BELIEVERS. 


BY C. H. SPURGEON. 


The great sin of not believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is often spoken of very lightly and in a very 
trifling spirit, as though it were scarcely any sin at 
all; yet according to the whole tenor of the Scriptures 
unbelief is the giving of God the lie—and what can be 
worse? “He that believeth not God hath made Him 
a liar, because he believeth not the record that God gave 
of His Son.” 

When our race had been lost by sin, it was infinite 
mercy on God’s part to provide a way of salvation, and 
infinite condescension to make that way of salvation 
suitable to our lost condition. If it had been a sal- 
vation which depended upon works, it would have 
been impossible to us; it would have mocked our 
sorrow, but could not have relieved it. In abounding 
mercy God has set forth Jesus Christ to be a propitia- 
tion for sin, and He bids guilty men believe in Him as 
the atoning sacrifice, and see in Him the love of 
God made manifest. He bids sinners lay hold upon 
eternal life by accepting Jesus Christ by faith, as 
their Savior. 

Now had not man been very vile and grossly wicked 
at heart, he would have leaped for joy at the proclama- 
tion of the gospel, and have believed at once the 
105 
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truth to which God bears witness; but being desperately 
set on mischief, man does not believe in Jesus Christ, 
and if you preach Christ to him, and set the crucified 
One before him, yet still, except where the Holy Spirit - 
_works effectually, he remains in his unbelief, refuses to 
receive the witness of God, and rejects the Redeemer. 

What I desire to do now is to bring every man who 
is in that condition to look at himself as in a glass, and 
see clearly what he is doing. I wish to make him feel: 
“Yes, I see what Iam doing. By not believing Jesus 
I am despising the blood of atonement, and I am iell- 
ing God to His face that He is a liar.” 

It is always well for every man to know exactly what 
he is at. On the sea of life the oftener we take observa- 
tions as to our longitude and latitude the better. Many 
bankruptcies arise from careless trading, and in such 
cases the traders have no mind to consult their account 
books, but they go on with their eyes half-open, hoping — 
that things will take a turn, which turn is never taken. — 
It is always good for a man to know who he is, what he is, 
where he is, and whither he is bound. I would plead 
with the unbeliever to look well to his position, to see 
how God regards it, and to judge himself that he be 
not judged. If I should not seem to speak very tender- 
ly at this time, you must not be astonished. TI believe 
there is such a thing as pitying sinners and comforting 
them till they consider themselves to be no longer blame- 
worthy, and even regard themselves as unhappy people 
who deserve sympathy. I talked not long ago with a 
troubled one, and after much battling I brought her 
to this point: 

“There is the way of salvation. Jesus Christ has ° 
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come into the world to save om and whosoever 
believeth in Him is saved.” 

She replied, “ I cannot believe in Him.” Then IT came 
to push of bayonet and said, “ Will you then stand up in 
the sight of Almighty God, and declare to Him that you 
cannot believe Him, which of course is the same thing 
as saying in other words that God is a liar? Rise, 
then, and let me hear you say what is is in your heart.” 

She replied most earnestly, “I could not say anything 
of the kind.” 

My answer was, “ But you did say so just now, and 
by your unbelief you have been saying so for years, 
and you are practically saying it every moment you 
remain in unbelief.” 

That troubled one said to me as she left, “I thank you 
for not trying tocomfort me. I wanted to be dealt faith- 
fully with, and I bless God that you have done so.” 

Now I wish, out of love to the souls of those who do 
not believe in Jesus, to deal faithfully with them, 
_ giving them no comfort, for comfort there is none for 
those who believe not; but making them see what their 
sin is; that they may be ashamed and confounded, and 
repent of their wicked unbelief. 

-Faith is absolutely essential to the pleasing of God. 

Take, as a key-word, the strong word, “ impossible,’ 
“Without faith it is impossible to please God.” He 
does not say it is difficult or so needful that without it 
success is barely possible; but, point-blank, He declares 
it to be “ impossible.” 

We are bound to believe this statement, because we 
have in it the sacred volume, stated upon divine 
authority; but for your help, I would invite you t» 


s 
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think of some few matters which may show you how 
impossible it is to please God without faith in Him. 

First, without faith there is no capacity for com- 
munion with God at all. 

The things of God are spiritual and invisible: with- 
out faith we cannot recognize such things, but must be 
dead to them. Faith is the eye which sees; but with- 
out that eye we are blind, and can have no fellowship with 
God in those sacred truths which only faith can per- 
ceive. Faith is the hand of the soul, and without it 
we have no grasp of eternal things. If 1 were to 
mention all the images by which faith is set forth, each 
one would help you to see that you must have faith in 
order to know God and enter into converse with Him. 
It is only by faith that we can recognize God, approach 
Him, speak to Him, hear Him, feel His presence, and 
be delighted with His perfections. He that has not 
faith is toward God as one dead; and Jehovah is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living. . 

Again, without faith the man himself is not pleasing 
to God. 

We read, “Without faith itis impossible to please 
God”; but the Revision has it better: “ Without faith 
it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto God.” The 
way of acceptance described in Scripture is, first, 
the man is accepted, and then what he does is accepted. 
It is written: “And he shall purify the sons of Levi, 
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteousness.” First, God is pleased with the person, 
and then with the gift or the work. The unaccepted 
person offers of necessity an unacceptable sacrifice. 

If a man be your enemy, you will not value a present 
he sends you. If you know that he has no confidence 
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in you, but counts you a liar, his praises are lost upon 
you; they are empty, deceptive things which cannot 
possibly please you. 

O my reader, in your natural state you are so sinful 
that God cannot look upon you with complacency! 
“Ye must be born again,” or ye cannot be pleasing to 
the Lord. Ye must believe in Jesus; for only to as 
many as receive Him does He give power to become 
the sons of God. As the man is, such is his work. 
The stream is of the nature of the spring from 
which it flows. He who is a rebel, outlawed 
and proclaimed, cannot gratify his prince by any 
fashion of service; he must first submit himself to the 
law. All the actions of rebels are acts done in rebellion. 
We must first be reconciled to God, or it is a mockery 
to bring an offering to His altar. Reconciliation can 
only be effected through the death of the Lord Jesus, 
and if we have no faith in that way of reconciliation 
we cannot please God. Faith in Christ makes a total 
change in our position towards God—we who were 
enemies are reconciled; and from this comes towards 
God a distinct change in the nature of all our actions; 
imperfect though they be, they spring from a loyal 
heart, and they are pleasing to God. 

Remember that in human associations sia) of confi- 
dence would prevent a man’s being well-pleasing to an- 
other. 

Ifa man has no confidence in you, you can have no 
pleasure in him. If you had a child, and he had no 
trust in his father, no belief in his father’s kindness, no 
reliance on his father’s word—it would be most painful, 
and it would be quite impossible that you should take 
any pleasure in such a child. If you had a servant in 
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your house who always suspected your every action, and 
believed in nothing that you said or did, but put a 
wrong construction upon everything, it would make the 
house very miserable, and you would be well rid of such 
an inmate. How can I take pleasure in a man who as- 
sociates with me, and pretends to serve me, but all the 
while thinks me a sheer imposter, and gives me no credit 
for truthfulness? Such a person would be an eye-sore 
to me. It is clear that want of confidence would de- 
' gtroy any pleasure which one man might have in an- 
other. 

When the creature dares to doubt his Creator, how 
can the Creator be pleased? When the word which 
wrought creation is not enough for a man to rest upon, 
he may pretend what he will of righteousness and obedi- 
ence, but the whole affair is rotten at the core, and God 
can take no pleasure in it. 

Note again: unbelief takes away the common ground 
upon which God and man can meet. 

Two persons who are pleasant to one another must 
have certain common views and objects. God’s great 
object is the glorification of His Son, and how can we 
be pleasing to Him if we dishonor that Son? If 
you and. I believe in God’s plan of salvation through 
Jesus Christ, we have a common ground of sym- 
pathy with God; but if not, we are not in har- 
mony. How can two walk together except they 
be agreed? If we have thoughts of Jesus such as 
the Father has, we can live together and work together; 
but if we are opposed to Him on a point which is as the 
apple of His eye, we cannot be well-pleasing to Him. If 
Jesus be despised, rejected, distrusted, or even neglected, 
it is not possible for us to be pleasing to God. Accord- 
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ing to the well-worn fable, two persons who are totally 
different in their pursuits cannot well live together: the 
fuller and the charcoal-burner were obliged to part, for 
whatever the fuller had made white, the collier black- 
ened with his finger. If differing pursuits divide, much 
more will differing feelings upon a vital point. It is 
Jesus whom Jehovah delights to honor; and if you will 
not even trust Jesus with your soul’s salvation, you 
grieve the heart of God, and He can have no pleasure 
in you. Unbelief deprives the soul of the divinely-ap- 
pointed meeting-place at the mercy-seat, which is the 
person of the Lord Jesus, where God and man unite ip 
one mediator, and the Lord shines forth on the suppi:- 
ant. 

Assuredly, again, want of faith destroys all prospect 
of love. 

Although we may not perhaps see it, there lies at the 
bottom of all love a belief in the object loved, as to its 
loveliness, its merit, or its capacity to make us happy. 
If I do not believe in a person, I cannot love him. IfI 
cannot trust God, I cannot love Him. If I do not be- 
lieve that He loves me, I shall feel but slight emotions 
of love to Him. If I refuse to see anything in the 
greatest display of His love, if I do not value the gift of 
His dear Son, then I cannot love Him. We love Him 
because He first loved us; but if we will not believe in 
His love, the motive power is gone. Is not the 
Lord’s chief demand of men that we love Him with 
all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and 
with all our strength? Without faith love is im- | 
possible, and God’s pleasure in,us must be impossible. 

The sinner pleads that he “ cannot believe.” He often 
says this and quiets his conscience with it. When he 
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is aroused and awakened, he declares that he cannot be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ and in God, and goes off to sleep 
again. He quotes Scripture to back up his excuse and 
reminds us-of the words of our Lord Himself—“ Ne 
man cometh unto me except the Father who hath sent me 
draw him.” 

To such we reply that the words of our Lord are very 
weighty, and we would not wrest one of them for a mu. 
ment: but in another place He explains His words when 
-He says—“ Ye will not come unto me that ye might 
have life.” 

So then, the sinner’s inability lies in his will; it is 
because he will not that he cannot. Let every sinner be 
assured of this, and let his conscience confirm the truth 
of the statement. 

Hearken, O unbeliever, you have said, “I cannot 
believe,” but it would be more honest if you had said, 
“T well not believe.” The mischief lies there. Your 
unbelief is your fault, not your misfortune. It is a dis- 
ease, but it is also a crime: it is a terrible source of 
misery to you, but it is justly so, for it is an atrocious 
offence against the God of truth. 

There are many things which men ought to do which 
they have now lost the moral and spiritual, though not 
the physical, power todo. A man ought to be chaste, 
but if he has been so long immoral that he cannot 
restrain his passions, he is not thereby free from the 
obligation. Itis the duty of a debtor to pay his debts, 
but if he has been such a spendthrift that he has 
brought himself into hopeless poverty, he is not exoner- 
ated from his debts thereby. Every man ought to be- 
lieve that which is true, but if his mind has become so 
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depraved that he loves a lie and will not receive the 
truth, is he thereby excused? If the law of God is te 
be lowered according to the moral condition of sinners, 
you would have a law graduated upon a sliding-scale te 
suit the degrees of human sinfulness; in fact, the worst 
man would then be under the least law, and become 
consequently the least guilty. God’s requirements 
would be a variable quantity, and, in truth, we should 
be under no rule at all. The command of Christ stands . 
good, however bad men may be, and when He commands 
all men everywhere to repent, they are bound to repent, 
whether their sinfulness renders it impossible for them 
to be willing to do so or not. In every case it is man’s 
duty to do what God bids him. 


LET ME TAKE YOUR UNBELIEF TO PIECES, 


and show why it is that you cannot believe. 

The inability of many lies in the fact that they do not 
care to think about the matter at all. A great many do 
not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ because you do not 
- eare about your souls, or see the importance of being 
saved. You give your minds to your business, your . 
pleasure, or your sin: you dream that there is time 
enough yet to think of heavenly things, and you think 
them to be of secondary importance. This is the source 
of a large proportion of ordinary unbelief. 

Many, however, say, “ Oh, yes, I believe the Bible, I 
believe it is God’s book, I believe the gospel to be God’s 
gospel” 

Why, then, do you not believe in Jesus? It must be 
because you do not think the gospel message important 
enough to be obeyed; and in so doing you are giving God 
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the lie practically, for you tell Him that your soul is not 
so precious as He says it is, neither is your state so per- 
ilous as He declares it to be. 

You are dying. Thedoctor says, “ Here is a medicine 
which will cure your disease. Itis the only medicine 
that will save your life, and you will die if you do not 
take it.’ Suppose you do not take the medicine, I 
shall be right in saying that however you may view the 
matter, you give that physician the lie direct in the 
‘most practical manner. You do not say in so many 
words, “I am not as bad as you say am.” You do not 
say, ‘“‘I do not believe in your medicine,” but, by refus- 
ing to take it, you say so much unmistakably. The 
physician will quite understand your action, even if 
you do not speak a sentence, and as he sees you die be- 
fore his eyes, he will feel that your death lies at your 
own door. 

In refusing to come to the gospel feast you do as good 
as tell the Lord that He makes too much of it, that He 
makes heaven and earth ring with the glory of it, but in 
your esteem your farm and your merchandise are far 
more worthy of attention. By your neglect of the great 
salvation you declare that you are not in any pressing 
danger, and do not stand in urgent need of a Savior; 
you also say that the pardon of sin, the favor of God, 
and a good hope of heaven are not worthy to be sought 
first and above all other things, neither is Jesus the 
chief among ten thousand, nor is His love needful to 
make you truly happy. In all these points and many 
others your carelessness gives the Lord the lie. 

Another will say, ““O, but my heart is so hard I can- 
nct believe in the power of God to make a new man of 
me, and deliver me from the love of sin.” Yet God de. 
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clares in His Word, “ A new heart also will I give them, 
and a new spirit will I put within them. I will take away 
the heart of stone out of their flesh, and will give thema 
heart of flesh.” That is what God says. 

“Tt cannot be,” say you. 

Very well, then, do not deny it, you give God the lie. 
God says, “I can”; you say He cannot. There is 
your position. 

“ Alas,” cries one, “my ground for doubt is deeper. 
I hear that God can pardon, regenerate, and all that, 
and I believe it, but then I cannot see that any of this 
is forme. I do not see that these things are sent for 
me.” 

Listen, then, to what God says, “ Ho! every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money, let him come buy wine and milk.” 

You adroitly reply, “But I do not thirst.” 3 

More shame for you then! Listen again—‘ Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” 

“But I do not labor.” 

Do not labor? How do you get your living? I am 
sorry for you if you are such a lazy man that you have 
no labor. That text includes every laboring man and 
every heavy-laden man under heaven. 

Listen yet again, “ Whosoever will, let him come.” 
Does not that invite every living man who is willing to 
come? If yousay, “I am not willing,” thenI leave you, 
for you confess that you are unwilling to be saved, 
unwilling to be reconciled to God, and that is exactly 
what I am trying to prove:—you cannot believe, be- 
cause you are unwilling to do so, On your own head be 
your blood. Ido not know what more I can say to you; 
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you must be mad to be willing to incur the flames of 
hell and the wrath of God forever. It is not for me to 
eomfort you when you are in such a condition as that: 
if you choose your own destruction, why, so must it be. 

“Well,” says one, “but I cannot see how simply 
trusting in Christ, and believing God’s witness of Him, 
would save my soul.” 

My dear man, are you never to believe anything but 
what you can see, and how are you to see this thing till 
you have tried it? 

A physician says: “ That medicine will heal you.” 

The patient replies, “I want to see that it does heal 
me before I take it.” 

The man is a fool, and so are you if that is how you 
trifle with God. You must believe the gospel on the 
evidence of God, and not otherwise, or your faith is not 
faith in God at all. The faith which is commanded in 
the gospel is faith in the record which Ged has given 
concerning His Son, a faith takes God at His word. 
Believe, then, on the Lord Jesus Christ and you have 
belieyed God to be true; refuse to trust in Jesus Christ, 
unless you get some other evidence beyond the witness 
of God, and you have practically said that God’s testi- 
mony is not enough, that is to say, you have made God 
a liar, 

Another cries out: “ That it is too good to be true.” 

Ah, poor soul, but have you never read, “As high ag 
the heavens are above the earth, so are my ways above 
your ways, and my thoughts above your thoéghts”? A 
less salvation would not avail for you, nor glorify God. 
Some feel that the gospel is too simple. They want a 
more complicated system than—“ believe and live.” 
{low can it be too simple for finite minds like ours? 
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Then I have heard them turn round and say, “It is 
too mysterious,” and yet after all where is. this mystery? 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.” What can be more plain than that? Anyhow, 
dear friend, let me say to you, whether it is a mystery or 
not, God bears witness to it, and if you do not believe it 
you make God a liar. Whether you think it too simple, 
or too good, or too wonderful, or too anything, you must 
either believe God or make Him a liar, there is no third 
course; for, be it simple or mysterious, wonderful or 
commonplace, the Lord asserts it to be true, and if you 
refuse His witness you make Him a liar, and must take 
the consequences. 
To disbelieve God is a sin indeed! It was 


THE MOTHER SIN 


of all, the door by which all other evil came into the 
world. The devil whispered in the ear of mother Eve, 
“ Yea, hath God said?” That insinuated doubt com. 
menced our fall; and when that had tarnished the bright- 
ness of her intellect, the fiend added, “Ye shall not 
surely die”—giving God the lie direct; when she be- 
lieved him, and her husband joined her in it, our ruin 
was complete. Unbelief of God turned our race out of 
Eden, and in consequence we are born in sore travail, 
and plow the ground with toil. 

O, accursed unbelief! Itis time thou wert hung up 
on agallows high as that of Haman! Alas, that any 
man should hug thee to his heart! Thou destroyer of 
our race, thou art loathsome indeed! 

When the children of Israel were in the wilderness 
journeying towards Canaan, how was it that so many 
graves were digged in the desert, and that out of six 
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hundred thousand footmen who came out of Egypt only 
two survived to enter the promised land? "Whoslew all 
these? The inspired apostle tells us, “They could not 
enter in because of UNBELIEF.” 

Go ye at this day to Jerusalem, look beneath the 
buildings of the modern town, and mark the excavations 
which reveal the utter ruin of the holy city. See how 
fully the prophecy was fulfilled that. not one stone 
should remain upon another. Stand upon the steeps of 
Zion and ask, “ Who destroyed this fair city? Who 
burned her holy and beautiful house with fire? She 
was beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth— 
who cast her down to the dust, and why? The palaces 
of David and Solomon are overthrown, and the plow. 
share has been driven over their foundations—why all 
this? Why was the siege of Jerusalem the most bloody 
and horrible in all history?” It was because the Jews 
rejected the Messiah, and would not believe the testi- 
mony of the living God. 

O, accursed unbelief! It spits its venom against the 
holy God, and He cannot but abhor it. How can the 
absolutely true submit to be charged with falsehood? 
This sin of making God a liar, Ido pray you look at it 
very solemnly, for it is a stab at God Himself. 

Surely man has reached the climax of enmity to God 
in this. Nothing proves the utter baseness of man so 
much as this refusal to believe his God, and nothing 
proves so much the greatness of almighty grace as that 
God should after all this condescend to work faith in a 
heart so depraved. O miracle of sin! O greater mir- 
acle of love! 

I pray you remember that you dre in the presence 
of God at this very moment, and that the Lord is now 
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looking right into your heart, and sees clearly that in 
your inmost soul your unbelief is saying to Him: 

“O God, the maker of heaven and earth, Thou art a 
liar. O God, who gave Thy Son to die, I do believe that 
fact, but I will not even now trust Thee. I do not be- 
lieve in Thy power or willingness to pardon me, though 
Thy Word very clearly declares Thee to be both able and. 
willing. Thou hast promised to forgive all who in Thy 
Son believe, but I cannot believe. Thou art ready now 
at once to put away sin from every man that believes 
Thy witness with regard to Christ, but I do not believe 
Thy witness. Thou liest.” 

I know you shudder at such sentiments, and there is 
good need that you should; but why do you continue 
to act upon them? 

Did I not hear some one say, “Ah, sir, I have been, 
trying to believe for years.” ” 

Terrible words! They make the case still worse. 
Imagine that after I had made a statement, a man 
should declare that he did not believe me, in fact, he 
could not believe me though he would like todoso. I 
should feel agrieved certainly; but it would make mat- 
ters worse if he added: 

“Tn fact, I have been for years trying to believe you, 
and I cannot do it.” 

What does he mean by that? What can he mean but 
that I am so incorrigibly false, and such a confirmed 
liar, that though he would like to give me some credit, 
he really cannot doit? With all the effort he can make 
in my favor, he finds it quite beyond his power to be- 
lieve me? 

Now, a man who says, “I have been trying to believe 
in God,” in reality says just that with regard to the 
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Most High. How idle is it to talk of trying to believe! 
If a statement is true, a right judgment believes it, not 
of choice, but because the evidence commands faith. 
The trying lies in the other direction: men do not want 
to believe the truth, therefore they are careless and neg- 
ligent, they raise quibbles and questions, they demand 
signs and wonders, and feelings, and impressions; they 
struggle against the evidence, they shut out the light. 
In you who believe the Bible to be God’s Word, and yet 
are unbelievers, it is evidently so; for if Jesus be the 
Savior why do you not believe Him? The talk about 
-trying to believe is a mere pretence. But whether pre- 
tence or no, let me remind you that there is no text in 
the Bible which says, “Try and believe,” but it says 
* Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.” He is the Son of 
God. He has proved it by His miracles. He died to 
save sinners, therefore trust Him. He deserves implicit 
trust and childlike confidence. Will you refuse Him 
these? Then you have maligned His character and 
given Him the lie. 
I shall leave this matter when I have, with a heavy 
burden on my soul, said a few words upon 


THE FATE OF THE UNBELIEVER. 


If this man continues to say he cannot believe God, and 
that Christ is not to be trusted, what will happen to 
him? 

I wonder what the angels think must befall a being 
who calls God a liar. They see His glory, and as they see 
it they veil their faces, and cry, “Holy, holy, holy.” 
What horror would they feel at the idea of making God 
untrue! The saints in heaven when they see the glory 
of God fall down on their faces and adore Him. Ask 
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them what they think must happen to those who per. 
sist in calling God a liar, and a liar in the matter of His 
mercy to rebels through Jesus Christ. As for me, I 
cannot conceive any punishment too severe for final un- 
belief. Only this I know, it is-written, “He that be. 
lieveth not shall be damned.” May you never know 
what that means, but you will know it as sure as you 
live if you continue in unbelief. God is not a liar, but 
if He does not damn the man who dies an unbeliever 
He will be; and therefore depend upon it He will do it. 
He has said, “ He that believeth not shall be damned”: 
if He be false He may let you escape, but if He be true 
He will cast you into hell. There is nothing else be- 
“ fore you. - 

There is an honest intolerance about these words of 
our Lord. He does not stammer and hesitate and say, 
“JT fear some ill may occur to you”; but He says out- 

- right that you will be damned. Nothing on earth or in 
heayen can save you except you believe in Jesus. You 
may knock at a thousand doors, and you may cry, and 
pray, and groan, and agonize, and sweat, ay, even to 
drops of blood, but there is 


ONLY ONE DOOR TO HEAVEN, 


and that door is faith in Jesus Christ. If you will not 
enter by that door, God Himself will not open another. 
God has been pleased to empty out the infinite mercy 
of His heart into the person of His dear Son, and He 
cries, “ Whosoever will, let him come and take of the 
water of life freely ”: but, if Jesus be rejected by you, 
and God’s witness about Him be refused, do not look 
for any other help. Think you that God has another 
Son who will die for you? You would not believe im 
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Him if He did. Do you think He will alter the whole 
plan of salvation and the covenant of grace, and reverse 
the purposes of His wisdom to gratify your wicked 
whims? That were to make Him an accomplice in your 
wickedness and a patron of your insolence. Believe 
me, He will keep His Word, and if you believe not in 
Christ, you shall be utterly ashamed at the last great 
day. 

The last word I have to say is this, not only will the 
unbeliever be lost, but he will be 


LOST BY HIS UNBELIEF. 


Thus saith the Lord, “He that believeth not is con- 
demned already.” Why? “Because he hath not be-* 
lieved on the Son of God.” 

Has he not committed’a great deal else that will con- 
demn him? Oh, yes, a. thousand other sins are upon 
him, but justice looks for the most flagrant offence, that — 
it may be written as a superscription over his condemned 
head, and it selects this monster sin and writes “con- 
demned, because he hath not believed on the Son of God.” 
When the Spirit of God came into the world to convince 
men of sin, He began by convincing them of the great- 
est of all. Which did He choose as the most glaring? 
“Of sin, because they believed not on me.” I am only 
telling you what I find in the Scriptures. 

If any one of you should be finally cast into the prison 
of despair, to suffer in hell the wrath of God, the accu- 
sation which will appear over your condemned head will 
run thus, “This man knew the gospel to be true, and yet _ 
he would not believe it.” That thought will torture you 
with a vengeance. “Tam condemned because I believed 
not the truth, because I made my God a liar, because I 
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trusted not in Christ. He told me it would beso, and it 
isso. This is the sting of it all, that for my unbelief t 
am justly left to perish.” ; 

Oh, dear reader, belie the Lord not. By your reason 
which is yet left to you, by your love to yourself, by 
heaven and by hell, by the bieeding wounds of Jesus, 
and by the truth of God, I entreat you accept Jesus. 
May the Holy Ghost go with my entreaties that your 
soul may relent, that your stony heart may melt before 
the cross. and may you receive Jesus Christ to be your 
all in all this day. Amen and amen, 


School of Theology 
at Claremont 
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TheBible institute Colportage Association 


This Association was founded by D. L. Moody in November, 1894, 
in connection with the Moody Bible Institute for Home and Foreign 
Missions, Chicago. The headquarters of the Association are at 

826 North LaSalle Street, Chicago. 

The purpose of The Bible Institute Colportage Association may 
be indicated by the following definite aims: 

1. To produce good literature ata price within reach of all. 

2. Tocarry the Gospel by means of the printed page, where 
church privileges are wanting or not embraced. 

3. Tosupply suitable religious reading for distribution among 
all classes, young and old. 

4. To provide a profitable means of employment. 

Liberal terms are made to colporters and canvassers. Frevious 
experience not essential. Full printed instructions and suggestions 
provided. All of one’s time need not be given, but the more the better, 


Ten Reasons for Engaging in Colportage Work 


3. Itis God's work, pre-eminently so, in its aim, method and 
blessing attendant. It is a definite form of Christian work, not 
merely book-selling. 

2. It carries the Gospel into thousands of homes where pastors 
er other Christian workers do not usualy, or cannot, go. 

3. By it the greatest amount of good, through direct contact, 
can be done to the largest number. People will read an attractive 
book who cannot be gotten to church. 

4. It presents countless opportunities for doing personal work 
and for enlisting men’s lives and sympathies in the cause of Christ. 
5. It supplements all other evangelical agencies for the promo- 
tion of the kingdom of God among men. ‘There need be no fear of 
rivalry or competition; Christian colporters are wanted everywhere. 
6. It may be undertaken inso great a variety of ways—home to 
home, churches, societies, conventions, mail, lectures, eic. 

The plan of Colportage visiting or ‘‘book missionary” work 
is applicable anywhere, city, town and counrry. 

8. The work is not an experiment, but an established and thor- 
oughly tried method of reaching the people, especially those whe do 
not go to church or care for religious things. 

. The opportunity is offered to travel, see the country and meet 
people of all classes. 

| to. It provides paying employment at the smallest outlay of 
) Money and the least possible risk of failure or loss. The remunera- 
| tion offered is liberal and in proportion to the amount of time and 
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energy expended. Diligent and consecrated men and women cap 
make ail expenses and enough more to provide 2 reserve fund, 
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NUMERICAL CATALOGUE OF 


| THE MOODY COLPORTAGE LIBRAR 


A series of books by well-known Christian authors, undenominational, 
thoroughly evangelical, for all classes of readers, in several languages. All 
| uniform in size and style, attractive paper covers, 434 x 6% inches. 2a 


1 All of Grace. C.H. Spurgeon. 

2 The Way to God. D.L. Moody 

3 Pleasure and Profit in Bible Study. 

D. L. Moody 

4 Life, Warfare and Victory. D. W. Whittle 
5 Heaven. D.L. Moody 

6 Prevailing Prayer. D.L. Moody 

7 The Way of Life. Various authors 

9 Tothe Work. D.L. Moody 
10 According to Promise. C. H. Spurgeon 
11 Bible Characters. D. L. Moody 
12 Gospel Pictures and Story Sermons. 

Whittle 

13 ‘‘And Peter.” J. W. Chapman 
15 Light on Life’s Duties. F.B. Meyer 
16 Point and Purpose in Story and Saying 
18._The Good Shepherd. Life of Christ 
19 Good Tidings. Talmage and others 
20 Sovereign Grace. D. L. Moody 
21 Select Sermons. D. L. Moody 
22 Fifty Temperance Tales 
23 Nobody Loves Me—AStory. Mrs.0.F. 


alton 
24 The Empty Tomb. Various Authors 
26 Sowing and Reaping. D.L. Moody 
28 Probable Sons—A Story. Amy LeFeuvre 
30 Good News. Robert Boyd 
32 The Secret of Guidance. F.B. Meyer 
34 The Second Coming of Christ 
} 36 Sunday Talks tothe Young. Josiah Mee 
; 38 Parables from Nature. Mrs. Alfred 


Gatty 
40 The Story of a Surrendered Life, or 
Kadesh-Barnea. J. W. Chapman 
42 Whiter Than Snow and Little Dot.— 
Stories. Mrs. O. F. Walton 
44 The Overcoming Life. D.L. Moody 
§ 46 A Royal Exile. T.D. Talmage 
& 48 The Prodigal. Various Authors 
§ 49 The Spirit-Filled Life. John MacNeil 
50 Jessica’s First Prayer—A Story. Stretton 
51 A Castaway. F. B. Meyer 
52 Heaven on Earth. A.C. Dixon 
53 Select Northfield Sermons 
) 54 Absolute Surrender. Andrew Murray 
55 Possibilities. J. G. K. McClure 
56 What is Faith? Spurgeon, Moody and 


others 
57 Christie’s Old Organ—A Story. Walton 
58 Naaman the Syrian. A. B. Mackay 
60 Weighed_and Wanting. Addresses on 
the Ten Commandments. D. L. 


Moody 

61 The Crew of the Dolphin—A Stary. 
Hesba Stzetton 

63 Meet for the Master’s Use. F.B. Meyer 

64 Our Bible. C. Leach and R. A. Torrey 

65 Alone in London—A Story. Hesba 
Stretton 

66 Moody’s Anecdotes 

67 Drummond's Addresses 

68 The Mirage of Life. W.H. Miller 

69 Children of the Bible 

70 The Power of Pentecost. Thomas Waugh 

71 Men of the Bible. D. L. Moody 


72 A Peep Behind the Scenes. Mrs. O. F. 
Walton 
73 —_ School of Obedience. Andrew 


urray 
74 Home Duties. R. T. Cross 
76 Moody’s Stories 

77 The True Estimate of Life. G.Campbell 


Morgan 
78 The Robber’s Cave—A Story. A.L.O.E. 
81 Thoughts for the Quiet Hour 
83 The Shorter Lifeof D.L. Moody. Vol.I. 
P. D. Moody and A. P. Fitt 
85 Revival of a Dead Church. L. G. 
Broughton’ . 
86 Moody’s Latest Sermons 
87 A Missionary Penny—A Story. L.C.W. 
88 Calvary'’s Cross. Spurgeon, Whittle and 
others 
89 How to Pray. HR. A. Torrey 
90 Little King Davie—A Story. Neilie Hellis 
91 Short Talks. D. L. Moody 
93 Pilgrim's Progress. Jobn Bunyan 
95 Our Lord’s Return, or Wat is ‘‘Maran- 
athe”? Gillings 
96 Kept for the Master’s Use. Havergal 
98 Back to Bethel. F.B. Meyer 
100 Up from Sin. L.G. Broughton 
101 Ten Co ents. G. Campbell 
Morgan 
102 Popular Amusements and the Christian 
ife. Sinks 
104 Answers to Prayer, from George Muller’s 
Narratives 
105 The Way Home. D.L. Moody 
108 Life of Adoniram Judson. Julia H, 


Johnston ox 

109 Life of David Livingston. Mrs. J. H. 
Worcester, Jr. 

111. Life of Henry Martyn and Samuel Mills, 
Mrs. Sarah J. Rhea 

112 Life of Robert Moffat. M. L. Wilder 

114 First Words te Young Christians. Robt. 


oy 
115 Rosa’s Quest—A Story. Anna P. Wrigh. 


116 Difficulties in the Bible. R. A. Torrey 

119 Practical and Perplexing Questions An- 
swered. R.A. Torrey 

120 Satan and the Saint. James M. Gray. 

121 Present Day Life and Religion. A. C. 


Dixon 

122 Great Epochs of Sacred History. James 
M. Gray 

123 Salvation from Start to Finish. James 


. Gray ‘ 

125 Life in a Look. M.S. Baldwin 

126 Burton Street Folks. Anna P. Wright 
127 Bible Problems Explained. James M. 


Gray 
128 Papers on Our Lord’s Coming. “C.H.M.” 
129 The Christian: His Creed and Conduct, 

William Evans 
130 Intercessory Prayer. J. G. K. McClure’ 
131 From Death Unto Life. James H. Brookes 
132 Ruth, the Moabitess. Henry Moorehouse 
133 ‘Thus Saith the Lord.” D. W. Whittle 
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For the Unsaved By EDWARD A. MARSHALL, 

Seven - Dispensations. A 2 -page 

By LADY HOPE. leafiet describing and charting the dic» 


Bessie’s Choice. A touching story 
that shows the meaning of Jesus as our 
4suide, Suitablefor children. 8 pages, 
Doz., 153 100, $1.60. 
®y E. E. FISK, 

A Gospel Alphabet. Being six and 
twenty salvation texis, in neat booklet 
2# 16 pages, with covers, size 24x 3%4 
mecnes. Each, 3c; doz., 25c, 

By CHARLES C. COOK. 

The Offense of the Cross. The cross 

reveals man’s true nature. A tract for 


the self-righteous. 16 pages. Each, 
4c; doz., 35c; 100, $2.00. 
By OSWALD J. SMITH. 

Three Solemn Facts, Ali wili not 


be saved; the majority will be lost; 
many will perish who expect to be 
saved. Astrong appeal to the indiffer- 
ent and self-righteous. 16 pages. Each, 
3c; doz., 30c; 100, $2 O00: 
Bz VARIOUS AUTHORS, 
How te Becomea Christian. A2-page 
leaflet, with ‘How to Livethe Christian 
Life’ on cne side. The essentials 
plainly put. Per doz., 4c; 100, 25c. 
Salvation First! A one-page leaflet; 
farge type, for broadcast distribution, 
Doz,. 5cz 100, Z0c;.1,000, $1.25, 
Three Gospel Dialogues, D, L. 
Moody, Rev. Marcus Rainsford, and 
Mr. Radstock discuss “What it is to be 
a Child of God,” “How to Become a 
Christian,”? and “What it is to be Con- 
verted.’’ 32 pages. Each, 5c; doz., 40c; 
100, $2.75. 








for Believers 


By E. E. Fisk. 
An Alphabet of Comfort. For those 
Neat 16-yage booklet, with 


cover, size 214 x 34 inches. Each, 3c; 
110z., 25c. 
By E.L. BUCHANAN. — 

Christian Responsibility. Helpful 


distributed in churches. 4 pages. Per 


-qloz., Ge; 100, 40c; 1,000, $3.00. 


pensations of God to man. 
100, 25c. 
By F. W. FARR. 

Ten Reasonsfor Loving His Appear 
ing. Awakening reasons, scriptural, 
important, and plainly put, teaching 

that biessed hope.’”’ 12 pages. Each, 
3c; doz., 25c; 100, $1.50. 

By A. F. G. 

Two PagesFrom “Daily Light,’’Con- 
solation and help in time of trouble; a 
testimony by A. F, G, Doz.. Gc; 100, 40c, 
By CHARLES A. BLANCHARD. 

What is Confession of Sin? The con- 
dition of pardon; To whom shall we 
confess? What shall we _ publicly 
confess? 12 pages. Each, 3c; doz., 
25c; 100, $1.50. 


Doz., 43 


Messages of Cheer 


Artistically printed cards with just 
the message needed, to insert in letters 
and distribute in hospitals and homes, 

An Absolute Certainty. “‘All things 
work together for good to them that 
love God.” 


An Unseen Reality. Words of com: 
fort and hope by George Muller, 

Blessed Assurance. ‘Fear not; tor 
I have redeemed thee,” 

My Prayer. “Thatin all things He 
might have the pre-eminence.”’ 

Each of the above on neat, tinted card 
3 x 5% inches, nicely printed in two 
colors, Per doz., 12c; 100, 75c. 

Frot Not, He loves thee. Faint not, 
He holds thee, Fear not, He keens 
thee. Doz., 15c; 100, $1.00. 

God’s Message to You. Isaiah 43; 
2, 3 neatly printed on white card 
2% x 3% in, Doz., 10c; 100, 40c; 
1,000, $3.50. 

You Can Do More than pray afte ; 
you have prayed,- but you cannot ¢ + 
more than pray until you have prayed 
Doz., 15c; 100, $1.00. 


A Sample Package of all the tracts - 
named on this page will besent for 15c. 
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_ Three Valuable Books! 


By REV. JAMES M. GRAY, D.D. 


Z BIBLE PROBLEMS EXPLAINED 








The author for years has been in receipt of questions from cor- 
respondents in all parts of the world, bearing on problems of the 
Bible, the church and Christian experience. ‘They have had z 
attention in due course, and many of these inquiries are now culled oe 
and presented (anonymously) with their answers for the benefit of 3 

_ thers. For convenience the matter is arranged under the follow- 5 
ing-named heads: 
2 | Y 

: 
L 
4 


Questions on the Bible. Applied Christianity. 
The Doctrine of God, The Future Life. 
The Person of Christ. Israel, or the Jews. 
The Church. Second Coming of Christ and the 
{) | Christian Doctrine and Life. Satan, Angelology and Modern “‘Isms.”* 


| The Christiaa Ministry. Millennium. 
i 


Besides this, the contents are readily accessible under the addi- 
tional classifications of ‘‘Subject Index’’ and ‘“‘Bible Texts.”? 


DIFFICULTIES AND ALLEGED ERRORS AND 
CONTRADICTIONS IN THE BIBLE 


After a general statement of the case, indicating the classes of 


es 


1 difficulties and suggesting their treatment, the author discusses 
- specific difficulties, such as: 

’ The First Chapter of Genesis. The Sacrifice of Jephthah’s Daughter. 
The Antiquity of Man. Impure” Bible Stories. 
Where Did Cain Get His Wife? Jonah ana the Whale.”* 
Jehovah's Command to Offer Isaac. Preaching to the Spirits in Prison. 
Goo Hardening Pharaoh’s Heart. “Contradictions” and “Mistakes” in 
The Slaughter of the Canaanites. the Bible. 






The Sun Standing Still. Etc., etc. 


PRACTICAL AND PERPLEXING QUESTIONS | 
ANSWERED : 


| 
By REV..R. A. TORREY, D.D. 
Over 150 answers to difficulties met in Bible Study. Christian — 
work and personal experience. All the ever-recurring questions { 
about Christian conduc¢ and belief anticipated and answered. cs: 


*16mo, 125 pages each, paper, 30c, cloth, 75c net 
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Br What is faith? Chapters by Finlayson - 
TT2 Spurgeon - Moody - Aitken - Maclaren. 
wh Chicago, Bible Institute Colportage A 
ciation €c1897] 
123p. 18cm. 


1. Faith--Addresses, essays, lectures 
I. Bible Institute Colportage Associati 
Chicago. II. Finlayson, Arthur. 
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